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Diploma in Theology – Evening (DTE) 
 

Year 2 Semester- 1 
 

Code Module Title Lecturer Hours 
    yhposolihP

DTE211 Philosophy and the God 
Question 

W. Callanan 2-0 

    erutpircS
DTE221 How Are We to Approach 

Scripture? 
A. O’Leary 1-0 

Systematic 
Theology 

  

DTE233 Mystery of the Trinity F. Clancy 2-0 
DTE245 Sexuality and Human 

Relationships 
S. Mulligan 2-0 

DTE261 Theology and Social 
Analysis 

J. Vassallo 6x1-0 

DTE273 Psychology and Christian 
Ministry 

W. Callanan 6x1-0 

 
 

Years 1 and 2 - Semester 2 
Code Module Title Lecturer Hours 
Scripture    
DTE223a Theology of Matthew A. O’Leary 0-1 

 
DTE224 Jesus and the Origins of 

Christianity 
P. Rogers 0-2 

    
 
Systematic Theology 

  

DTE235 Religious Experience and 
God 

J. Corkery 0-2 

DTE236 Why Worship Together? T. Whelan 0-2 
   yrotsiH

DTE251 History of Christianity D. Kelly 0-1 
    

 
Candidates enrolled for the award via the NUI route will be required 
to submit four extended book reviews over four semesters, in addition 
to normal assessment requirements.  
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BA in Theology – Evening (BTE) 
 
Modules operate over a two-year cycle. A different set of modules 

will be on offer in both semesters in the academic year 2011–2012. 
First (BTE1) and Second Year (BTE2) students attend the same 

modules in any given year.* 

 
Code Module Title Lecturer Hours 

Scripture    

BTE1/223 Prophets A. O’Leary 2-0 
BTE1/224 Pentateuch M. Byrne 0-2 
Systematic Theology   

BTE1/233 Eucharist F. Clancy 0-2 
BTE1/235 Reconciliation D. 

Marmion 
2-0 

BTE1/236 Mary F. Clancy 1-0 
BTE1/237 Theology of 

Marriage 
P. Mullins 0-2 

Moral Theology/Canon 
Law 

 

BTE1/243 Canon Law of 
Marriage 

E. Cotter 2-0 

History    

BTE1/252 Irish Church History D. Kelly 1-0 
Current Issues / Pastoral   
BTE1/263 Ecumenism G. 

Thiessen 
0-1 

BTE161 [BTE1 only] Spirituality of the 
Laity 

B. Toal 0-1 

BTE271 [BTE2 only] Research Project D. 
Marmion 

0-1 

 
* Candidates will be required to submit two extended book reviews over 
two semesters, in addition to individual module assessment 
requirements. 
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Postgraduate Programmes 
 

Postgraduate Diploma in Spirituality and 

Leadership in Education 
Marino Institute of Education and Milltown Institute 
 
Module One:  Faith Leadership     
Location: Marino Institute of Education 
 
This module aims to give students a grounding in the various perspectives 
and theories of leadership in general and to relate these to the mission and 
culture of Catholic Schools and Colleges. It seeks to encourage the 
participants to be attentive to the needs and motives of those in the learning 
community, to inspire others to develop into leaders, to support their personal 
and professional growth and development for the good of the learning 
community as a whole, primarily through having faith in a vision that makes 
change worth the effort. The module focuses on the following core areas:  
The Changing European Context; Competing Understandings of Leadership; 
the Nature and Purpose of Catholic Schools.   
 
Bennis, W & Townsend, R. Reinventing Leadership. London: Piatkus, 1995. 
Dorr, D. The Spirituality of Leadership. Dublin: Columba Press, 2006.  
Gallagher, M.P. Clashing Symbols, An Introduction to Faith and Culture. 

London: Darton Longman and Todd, 1997.  
Palmer, P. The Courage to Teach. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1998. 
Ratzinger, J. Salt of the Earth: The Church at the End of the Millennium, 
Ignatius Press, 1996 
Tuohy, D. The Inner World of Teaching: Exploring Assumptions, London: 
Falmer Press, 1999. 

 
Module Two:  Spirituality     
Location: Milltown Institute 
 
This module facilitates a deepening of the participant’s own spirituality and 
how it might be applied, so that they become agents of spiritual renewal in 
the school community.  It outlines key concepts and definitions pertaining to 
Spirituality, especially in its contemporary expressions and appraises the 
implications of Catholic approaches to Spirituality for the participants in the 
context of their workplaces.  It explores the spirituality of the teacher and the 
contemplative dimension to leadership and teaching. 
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Agnew, Ú. Flanagan, B. & Heylin, G. (eds.) With Wisdom Seeking God, 

Leuven: Peeters, 2008. 
Downey, M. Understanding Christian Spirituality, New York: Paulist Press, 
1997.  
Finnegan, J. Audacity of Spirit, Dublin: Veritas, 2008.  
Shea, J. Finding God Again: Spirituality for Adults, Lanham: Rowman and 
Littlewoood Publishers, 2005. 
  
Module Three:  The Catholic Church in Education  
Location: Marino Institute of Education 
 
This module explores a distinctively Catholic approach to education, 
particularly in the context of Irish society and the Irish school system.  It 
examines the major church documents dealing with Catholic education, 
especially post-Vatican II as well as aspects of Canon Law pertaining to 
Catholic education and the emergence of new lay Trusts.  It integrates 
Catholic theological perspectives with school leadership responsibilities and 
the challenges posed to Catholic education in contemporary Ireland by 
secularism, multiculturism and religious diversity. 
   
Lane, D. Catholic Education and the School: Some Theological Reflections, 
Dublin: Veritas, 2003.   
Monahan, L & Prendergast N. Re-Imagining the Catholic School. Dublin: 
Veritas, 2003.  
Kiernan, P & Hession A. (Eds.) Exploring Religious Education: Catholic 

Religious Education in an Intercultural Europe, Dublin: Veritas, 2008. 
 
Module Four:  Trusteeship and Governance   
Location: Marino Institutute 
This module provides an overview of the legislative framework within which 
Catholic schools operate and introduces participants to the nature and 
function of governance.  It explores the implications for the new trust bodies 
in Irish education and the roles and responsibilities of a Board of 
Management and its Trustees. 
   
Benefiel, M. Soul at Work: Spiritual Leadership in Organisations. Dublin: 
Veritas, 2005.  
Government of Ireland (1998), Education Act 1998, Dublin: Stationery 
Office  
Government of Ireland (1998) Education (Welfare) Act 2000, Dublin: 
Stationery Office  
The Trusteeship of Catholic Voluntary Secondary Schools, A Handbook for 
Leaders of Religious Congregations, Dublin: CORl 1996  
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Module Five:  Team Leadership    
Location: Milltown Institute 
 
This module explores the different strengths, cultures, leadership styles as 
well as different spiritualities of the participants and in school communities.  
It promotes relationship building in the workplace as well as skills of 
listening, communication and conflict resolution among staff members.  
Dorr, D. The Spirituality Of Leadership. Dublin: Columba Press, 2006.  
Hanna, T.(ed.) Strategies for Building Faith Communities in Schools. Dublin: 
Marino Institute, 2005.  
Kiersey, D.  Please Understand Me II: Temperament Character Intelligence, 
USA: Prometheus Nemesis Book Company, 1998.   
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MA in Biblical Studies (MBS) 

  
Code Subject Title Lecturer ECTS Hours 
   60 12-12 
Semester One    
MBS221 Biblical  Greek K. O’Mahony 5 2-0 
MBS212 Synoptic Passion 

Narratives 
A. O’Leary 5 2-0 

MBS213 Pentateuch C. Mangan 5 2-0 
MBS214 Salvation in Paul K. O’Mahony 5 2-0 
MBS215/225 Dissertation Faculty 

Supervisor 
  

 
Semester Two 

   

MBS211 Biblical Hebrew A. O’Leary 5 0-2 
MBS222 Judaism  P. Rogers 5 0-2 
MBS223 Job and Wisdom of 

Solomon 
C. Mangan / K. 
O’Mahony 

5 0-2 

MBS224 Images of God in 
Prophetic Literature 

M. Byrne 5 0-2 

MBS225/215 Dissertation (20,000 
words) 

Faculty 
Supervisor 

20 4-4 
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MA in Christian Spirituality: 

Applied (MACS) / Classical (MCS) 
 
  

Code Subject Title Lecturer EC
TS 

Hours       

1. Progression Summer School - One Week: For the MA in Applied 
Christian Spirituality only 
MACS11 Researching 

Spirituality 
M. O’Sullivan 
B. Flanagan 
T. Whitaker 

0 24-28 
May 

2. Foundations 
MACS21 
MCS21 

12th-14th Century 
Spiritualities 

D. Robinson 5 2-0 

MACS22 
MCS22 

Spirituality, Social 
Concern and 
Gender 

M. O’Sullivan 5 2-0 

MACS23 
MCS23 

Contemplative 
Psychology  

J. Finnegan 5 0-2 

MACS24 
MCS24 

16th-17th Century 
Spiritualities 

B. Comerford 5 0-2 

 
AFTERNOONS - MACS 

3. Applied Skills 
MACS31 Group Spiritual 

Accompaniment 
B. Grogan 
P. Brady 

5 6x3-0 

MACS32 Prayer Forms M. O’Sullivan et al 0 0-4x3 
4. Personal Processes 
MACS41 Counselling and 

Journal 
A. M. Dixon 10 5x2-

5x2 
MACS42 Group / 

Programme 
Integration and 
Journal 

A.M. Dixon 10 2x3-
1x3 

5. Research Project 
MACS51 Research Skills M. O’Sullivan 0 6x3-0 
MACS52 Research 

Colloquium 
M. O’Sullivan 2.5 0-4x3 

MACS53 Research Project M. O’Sullivan et al 12.5 15,00
0 

words 
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 AFTERNOONS - MCS   
6. Foundations 
(continued) 

    

MCS25 Trinitarian Dimensions                    
of Christian Life 

F. Clancy 5 0-2 

MCS26 Formative Spirituality Ú. Agnew 5 0-2 

     

7. Electives (Two 
to be chosen) 

    

CSE45 Hebrew Believer       A. O’Leary 5 2-0 
CSE46 Irish-Celtic   Spirituality D. Kelly 5 2-0 
CSE47 Spirituality of Care D. Robinson 5 2-0 
CSE48 Twentieth Century 

Theology and Vatican II 
D. Marmion 5 2-0 
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MA in Supervisory Practice (MSUP) 
 

Code Module Title Lecturer ECTS 
    
MSUP21 Contracting the Supervisory 

Relationship 
Various 10 

MSUP22 Ethical Dilemmas in 
Supervision 

Various 10 

MSUP23 Supervisory Process: 
Individual and Group 

Various 10 

MSUP24 Evaluation in the Supervisory 
Process 

Various 10 

Practical Personal Process: Personal 
Supervision – 10 Sessions 

G. Holton 10 

Practical Client Supervision -10 
sessions     

G. Holton 10 

 
 
Module 1 – 2010   September 30; 1 – 2 October 
Module 2 – 2010   November 25, 26, 27 
Module 3 – 2011                January 20, 21, 22 
Module 4 – 2011    February 24, 25, 26 
 
MA Concluding Interviews – 2011: April 8. 
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ADULT AND CONTINUING EDUCATION 

PROGRAMME 
 
Certificate in Theology (CTE )   Second Year (CTE2) 
 
Module                Title Lecturer           Hours 
CTE201 Personal Prayer: Theory and 

Practice 
E. Houlahan 5 

CTE202 Can God be Known from 
Reason? 

W. Callanan 5 

CTEW7 St Augustine of Hippo F. Clancy 4 
CTE203 Old Testament Themes C. Mangan 7 
CTE204 Marriage C. Molloy  7 
CTEW8 CTE203 + CTE204 C. Mangan /  

C. Molloy 
 

CTE212 The Church J. Egan 5 
CTE213 Who is Jesus Christ? B. Grogan 5 
CTEW9 Our Common Worship T. Whelan 4 
CTE214 Sacraments of Initiation B. Toal 5 
CTE215 Faith and Revelation J. Egan 5 
CTEW10 Ecumenism T. Layden 4 
CTE216 Faith, Conscience and the Moral 

Life 
M. Duffy 5 

CTE217 What is Salvation? B. Grogan 5 
CTEW11 Scripture in our Christian Lives S. Goan 4 
CTEW12 Programme Evaluation E. Houlahan 4 
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ECCLESIASTICAL FACULTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Programme Curricula 
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UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMME 
 

 

Bachelor of Divinity (BD3) 

(Sacrae Theologiae Baccalaureatus) 
 
Code Subject Title Lecturer ECTS Hours 
Stage 3 (BD3)  14-2 
 
BD 310 Community in 

Dialogue: The 
Johannine Literature 

K. O’Mahony       5 2-0 

BD 311 / 
BTE 223 

Prophets A. O’Leary       5 2-0 

BD 321 Liturgical Theology T. Whelan       5 2-0 
BD 322 / 
BTE 233 

Eucharist F. Clancy       5 0-2 

BD 323 Church History: 
Modern Period 

P. Connell       5 2-0 

BD 324 Theology of Marriage P. Mullins       5 2-0 
BD 331 / 
DTE 245 

Sexuality and Human 
Relationships 

S. Mulligan       5 2-0 

BD 332 / 
BTE 243 

Canon Law of Marriage E. Cotter       5 2-0 
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POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES  
 

Master of Divinity (MDiv) 
 
The Master of Divinity (M Div) is a one year full-time programme. 
Candidates take 12 modules from those on offer for the STL. These 
modules shall be chosen, in consultation with the Dean of Theology, in 
at least two but no more than four of the following areas: 
• Sacred Scripture 
• Systematic, liturgical and historical theology 
• Spirituality 
• Practical Theology (moral theology and canon law) 
• Mission Theology 
 
The programme comprises two constitutive elements: 
• Prescribed modules (as above) 
• A final comprehensive examination, part of which shall be the 
 assessment of a research essay of approximately 10,000 words. 
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Licentiate in Theology / Sacrae Theologiae 

Licentiatus (STL) 

 
The Licentiate in Theology is offered principally in the area of 
Systematic Theology, with the possibility of taking no more than 
three modules in another area of ‘concentration’. These other areas 
are: 

• Canon Law 
• Ecumenics  
• Mission Theology 
• Moral Theology 
• Patristics 
• Scripture 
• Spirituality 
• Systematic Theology 

 
The programme comprises three constitutive elements: 

• Prescribed modules: comprising of 
� 2 modules in theological method (6 ECTS) 
� Research Seminar (6 ECTS); 
� 10 modules chosen according to the criteria outlined 

below (30 ECTS) 
• The preparation and presentation of a Dissertation (35 ECTS) 
• A final comprehensive examination (43 ECTS) 
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Modules in Theological Method 
 
The modules in Theological Method PG01 and PG02, which are 
offered on alternate years, and the Research Seminar (PG03), are 
essential requirements for all postgraduate students unless they have 
been specifically exempted or are registered on the following 
exempted programmes: 

MCS; MACS; MSUP; MBS. 
 
Unless one of the STL concentrations requires specific module(s) on 
method, all STL candidates are required to take the following: 
 
PG 01 Theological Methods in History J. Corkery  2-0 (2010-2011) 
PG 02 Theological Methods Today J. Egan 2-0 (2011-2012) 
PG 03 Research Seminar   2-2 
PG 04 Latin D. Kelly 2-2 (non-credit) 
PG 05  Greek Language and Culture K. O’Mahony 2-0 (non-credit) 
   
 
RESEARCH SEMINAR 
The Research Seminar shall take place throughout the two years of 
the STL. In the second year, STL candidates shall present their 
ongoing research in a public colloquium, for which 60% of the 
overall marks shall be awarded. 
 
CONCENTRATIONS AND THEIR MODULES 
A total of 10 elective modules must be chosen over a period of four 
semesters (two years). All modules on offer for the STL carry a value 
of 3 ECTS. STL Candidates choose ten modules, no more than three 
of which are chosen from a ‘theological concentration’ outside of 
Systematic Theology (‘elective modules’). Among the modules 
chosen, one, or at the most two, may be chosen from all modules on 
offer, in view of candidate’s field of research (but this is not a 
requirement). 
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The modules listed below are those available for the academic year 
2010-2011. Some of these modules will be taught in lecture form, 
while others will be offered as Reading Seminars. 
 
Each STL Candidate must submit to the Dean of Theology their 
choice of modules before the end of the first week of each semester. 
 
CONCENTRATION IN ECUMENICS: 
STL Candidates who wish to take a concentration in Ecumenics 
should consult with the Dean of Theology. Modules in this 
concentration are not available to STL candidates studying in other 
areas. 
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STL / Postgraduate Modules: 2010-2011 
 
First Semester: 
 
PG 101 Patristic Commentaries on the Lord’s Prayer F. Clancy 
PG 102 Themes in Twentieth-Century German Theology  
   G. Thiessen 
PG 103 Current Trends in Trinitarian Theology D. Marmion 
PG 104 Sexuality, Gender and Justice  S. Mulligan 
PG 105 Issues in Fundamental Moral Theology M. Duffy 
PG 106 On Moral Medicine: Christian Perspectives  
 in Medical Ethics  K. Cronin 
PG 107 World Christianity Today: Pentecostalism P. Claffey 
PG 108 Conceptualising Mission Today J. Egan 
 
Other Modules available to M Div and STL Candidates: 
MBS 221 / PG 109 
 Biblical Greek (Advanced)  K. O’Mahony 
MBS 212 / PG 110 
 Synoptic Passion Narratives  A. O’Leary 
MBS213 / PG 111 
 Pentateuch  C. Mangan 
MBS214 / PG 112 
 Salvation in Paul  K. O’Mahony 
MACS21 / MCS21 / PG 113 
 12th-14th Century Spiritualities D. Robinson 
CSE48 / PG 114 
 Twentieth Century Theology and Vatican II D. Marmion 
CSE46 / PG 115 
 Irish Celtic Spirituality  D. Kelly 
CSE47 / PG 116 
 Spirituality of Care  D. Robinson 
CSE 45 / PG 117 
 The Hebrew Believer  A. O’Leary 
MACS22 / MCS22 / PG 119 
 Spirituality, Social Concern and Gender M. O’Sullivan 
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Second Semester: 

 
PG 201 Introduction to St. Ephrem the Syrian F. Clancy 
PG 202 The Theology of Joseph Ratzinger J. Corkery 
PG 203 Liturgy – Worship – Mission: A Theological  
 Relationship  T. Whelan 
PG 204 Social Ethics and the Common Good S. Mulligan 
PG 205 Continuity and Change in Christian Mission  
   P. Claffey 
PG 206 Ignatian Spirituality  B. Comerford 
PG 207    The Church Then and Now: Ecclesiology 
    For a Global Church  J. Bracken 
 
Other Modules available to M Div and STL Candidates: 

MBS222 / PG 208 
 Judaism  P. Rogers 
MBS224 / PG 209 
 Images of God in Prophetic Literature M. Byrne 
HDBS124 / PG 210 
 Job and Wisdom of Solomon C. Mangan /  
   K. O’Mahony 
MACS23 / MCS23 / PG 213 
 Contemplative Psychology                             J. Finnegan 
MACS 24 / MCS24 / PG 211 
 16th-17th Century Spiritualities B. Comerford 
MCS25 / PG 118 
 Trinitarian Dimensions of Christian Life F. Clancy 
MCS 26 / PG 212 
 Formative Spirituality  Ú. Agnew 
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MA/PhD by Research & Thesis 
 
Milltown Institute offers the following areas of specialization within 
Theology/Spirituality research: Biblical Studies, Patristics, History of 
Theology/Spirituality, Systematic Theology, Moral Theology, 
Ecumenics, Liturgical Studies, Pastoral Ministry, Spirituality, 
Mission Theology, Faith and Culture. 
 
The award of Degree of Masters (Research) is awarded in 
accordance with the following criteria: 
 
The thesis should show evidence of independent thought and research 
and must demonstrate a mastery of a chosen subject. The thesis 
should be 35,000 – 50,000 words in length. The candidate should 
demonstrate an understanding of methodologies appropriate to the 
chosen field and show adequate knowledge of the literature of the 
subject and of the work of other scholars in the field. The thesis must 
contain an acceptable amount of original work by the candidate, 
which is considered by the examiners to be of publishable standard. 
 
 
The award of Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Research) is awarded 
in accordance with the following criteria: 
 
The dissertation should consist of the candidate's own account of 
his/her investigation, should be an integrated whole and present a 
coherent argument. 
 
The dissertation should form a distinct contribution to the knowledge 
of a particular subject and afford evidence of originality by the 
discovery of new facts and/or by the exercise of independent critical 
power. 
 
The dissertation must give a critical assessment of the relevant 
literature, describe the method of research and its findings, include 
discussion on those findings and indicate in what respects they appear 
to the candidate to advance the study of the subject. 
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Doctor of Divinity (DD) 
Sacrae Theologiae Doctoratus (STD) 

 
The degree of Sacrae Theologiae Doctoratus (Doctor of Divinity) is 
an award open to those who have completed the second cycle of 
theological studies with a first or upper second honours.  It testifies that 
the holder has achieved scholarly status in a specialized field, having 
made a public contribution to the progress of knowledge. 
 
The award of Sacrae Theologiae Doctoratus (Doctor of Divinity) is 
awarded in accordance with the following criteria: 
 
The dissertation shall be written under the direction of a full-time 
member of the staff of the Milltown Institute, or of another person 
associated with the Milltown Institute, each case with the approval of 
the Director of Graduate Studies in Theology. 
 
The dissertation should: 

� Constitute a contribution to knowledge 
� Show the candidate’s familiarity with the most recent and best 

methods and techniques of research in the subject and also 
ability to apply them. 

� Demonstrate knowledge of the contributions of previous 
investigators in regard to the subject of the dissertation 

� Demonstrate maturity, based on advanced graduate study, in 
classifying and analysing data and discovering and 
formulating the broader and more generic aspects of such 
data. 

� Give evidence of the ability of the candidate in independent 
and constructive interpretation of the data gathered. 

� Give evidence of balanced, objective and critical judgement 
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Module Descriptions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Listed Alphabetically) 
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B 
 

 

BIBLICAL GREEK  
K. O’Mahony MBS221 
 
Presupposing a familiarity with basic Greek grammar and reading skills as 
presented in the Higher Diploma course, this module will aim to advance the 
student to the point of being able to read Biblical texts independently. The 
textbook – which each student must have – will be Jeremy Duff’s The 

Elements of New Testament Greek. As well as ensuring that all essential 
accidence and syntax has been covered, the module will introduce the student 
to the use of the various reference tools, both printed and electronic, which 
can help in reading Biblical Greek texts. A representative selection of such 
texts, taken both from the Septuagint and the New Testament, will be studied 
in class. 
 
Duff, J. The Elements of New Testament Greek. 3d ed. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2005.  
Danker, F. W. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other 

Early Christian Literature. 3d ed. Chicago/London: University of 
Chicago Press, 2000. 

Wallace, D.B. Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics: An Exegetical Syntax of 

the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan 1996. 
Zerwick, M., and Grosvenor, M. A Grammatical Analysis of the Greek New 

Testament; 5th ed. Rome: Biblical Institute Press, 1996. 
 

BIBLICAL HEBREW  
A. O’Leary MBS211 
 
This course will develop the basic work of the Higher Diploma module on 
Hebrew Language and Culture by studying grammatical forms and structures 
systematically. Weingreen´s Grammar of Classical Hebrew provides a useful 
outline which will be complemented by texts taken from other Hebrew 
primers as well as from the Hebrew Bible. At the end of the course the 
student should have developed a broader Hebrew vocabulary along with an 
awareness of the most common grammatical forms and an appreciation of 
some of the peculiarities of Hebrew syntax. 
 
Brown, F., S.R. Driver, and C.A. Briggs, C. A. A Hebrew English Lexicon of 

the Old Testament. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1905. 
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Waltke, B. K., and M. O'Connor. Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax, 
Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1990. 

Weingreen, J.. Grammar of Classical Hebrew. Oxford: OUP, 1959.  
 
 

BIBLICAL RESOURCES FOR SPIRITUALITY  
K. O’Mahony  BTSP 303 
 

The module will make use of a variety of Biblical texts, to illustrate different 
reading approaches both classical and contemporary. The goal is to help the 
participant appreciate the richness of the ancient text and its sometimes 
surprising potential for today’s spiritual pilgrim. The most useful edition for 
our purposes is the HarperCollins Study Bible. 
 
Borg, M. Reading the Bible Again For the First Time. New York: HarperSan 

Francisco, 2001. 
Collins, J.J. Introduction to the Hebrew Bible (with CD-Rom). Minneapolis: 

Fortress, 2004. 
Eaton, J. The Psalms. A Historical and Spiritual Commentary with an 

Introduction and New Translation. London: Continuum 2005. 
Johnson, L.T. The Writings of the New Testament (with CD-Rom). 

Minneapolis: Fortress, 1999. 

 
C 
 

CAN GOD BE KNOWN FROM REASON? 
W. Callanan  CTE202 
 
The traditional teaching of the Catholic Church has consistently been that 
God can be known from reason. Given the predominantly agnostic tone of 
much contemporary philosophical debate, this position would appear 
increasingly difficult to justify. This course will consider the arguments on 
both sides of the debate. 
 
Dawkins, R. The God Delusion. London: Bantam Press. 2006.  
Helm, P. ed. Faith & Reason. (An Anthology). Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 1999. 
Kung, H. Does God Exist? London: Collins. 1980. 
Pope John Paul II. Faith and Reason (Papal Encyclical.) 1998. 
Vardy, P. The Puzzle of God. London: Fount Paperback. 1999. 
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CANON LAW OF MARRIAGE 
E. Cotter BTE 1/243 / BD 322 
 
This module aims to provide the student with a general knowledge of the 
historical, theological and canonical background to the notion of Christian 
marriage and the place of matrimonial law within the context of the 1983 
Code of Canon Law.  Building on this foundation the nature of Christian 
marriage will be examined and the canonical norms regarding consent, 
defective consent and the manifestation of consent.  It will conclude with a 
brief introduction to the working of the Marriage Tribunal. 
 
Beal, J. P., J.A. Coriden, and T.J. Green. New Commentary on the Code of 

Canon Law. Canon Law Society of America. New York / Mahweh, 
NJ: Paulist Press, 2000, pp.571-659. 

McAreavey, J. The Canon Law of Marriage and the Family. Dublin: Four 
Courts Press, 1997. 

Örsy, L. Marriage and Canon Law: Texts and Comments, Reflections and 

Questions. Wilmington, DE: Glazier, 1986. 
Sheehy, G.  et al., The Canon Law: Letter and Spirit. Canon Law Society of 

Great Britain and Ireland in association with the Canadian Canon 
Law Society. London: Geoffrey Chapman, 1995, pp.571-659. 

 
 
 

THE CHURCH 
J. Egan CTE 212 
 
The word ‘Church’ has many meanings and provokes various reactions. This 
course investigates those meanings and reactions in the light of the New 
Testament and of recent theology. In so doing, it explores how the Church is 
rooted in Christ and how it acts as a sign and instrument of salvation for the 
whole of humanity. 
 
Henn, W. Church: The People of God. London and New York: Burns & 

Oates, 2004. 
Phan, P.C. (ed.) The Gift of the Church: A Textbook on Ecclesiology in 

Honor of Patrick Granfield O.S.B.. Collegeville: The Liturgical 
Press, 2000. 
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CHURCH HISTORY: MODERN PERIOD 
P. Connell BD 323 
 
(Details to be announced) 
 
 

THE CHURCH THEN AND NOW: ECCLESIOLOGY 

FOR A GLOBAL CHURCH 
J. Bracken PG 207 
 
The aim of this course is to see how the notion of Church has evolved over 
the centuries since the time of Jesus and how it is experienced differently in 
different cultures at the present time.  
  
Bracken, J. Christianity and Process Thought:  Spirituality for a Changing 

World. Chicago, IL: Templeton Press, 2006.   
Gaillardetz, R. Ecclesiology for a Global Church. NY: Orbis, 2008. 
Prusak, B. The Church Unfinished: Ecclesiology through the Centuries. NY / 

Mahwah, NJ: Paulist, 2004. 
 
 

COMMUNITY IN DIALOGUE: THE JOHANNINE 

LITERATURE 
K. O’Mahony BD 310 
 
The module introduces the students to the text and world of the Johannine 
writings. Starting with the history of the community and the redaction of 
Gospel text itself, the lectures will treat the major scenes and tableaux of the 
Fourth Gospel. Using a combination of diachronic and synchronic methods, 
the students will learn a variety of methods while, at the same time, being 
introduced to the theology of this Gospel. 
 
Brown, R.E. An Introduction to the Gospel of John. New York: Doubleday, 

2003. 
Koester, C. Symbolism in  the Fourth Gospel. Meaning, Mystery, Community. 

Minneapolis: Fortress, 2003. 
Reinhartz, A. Befriending the Beloved Disciple: A Jewish Reading of the 

Gospel of John. New York: Continuum, 2001.  
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CONCEPTUALISING MISSION TODAY 
J. Egan PG 108 
 
Christian mission is more relevant than ever in the world today. At the same 
time, however, the challenges the Church faces in seeking to communicate 
the Gospel in the postmodern, globalised world are greater than ever. This 
module investigates contemporary theological writing on the topic, with a 
view to identifying both the key challenges to be faced and the concepts with 
which to address them. 
 
Bevans, S., and R. Schroeder. Constants in Context: A Theology of Mission 

for Today. American Society of Missiology Series. Maryknoll: 
Orbis, 2004. 

Bosch, D. J. Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in the Theology of 

Mission. Maryknoll: Orbis, 1991. 
Egan, J, and B. McConvery (eds.). Faithful Witness: Glimpses of the 

Kingdom. Dublin: Milltown Institute, 2005. 
Groody, D. G. Globalization, Spirituality, and Justice. Maryknoll: Orbis, 

2007. 
Oborji, F. A. Concepts of Mission: The Evolution of Contemporary 

Missiology. Maryknoll: Orbis, 2006. 
Pope John Paul II. Redemptoris Missio (1990). 

 
 

CONTEMPLATIVE PSYCHOLOGY  
J. Finnegan  MACS23/MCS23 
 
This module will examine the contours of the Christian contemplative 
tradition through a psychological lens grounded in contemporary depth and 
transpersonal paradigms.  The interaction of psychological and theological 
anthropologies will be pivotal to the development of the module, as will the 
emergence of a psychologically aware, wise, immediate and experientially- 
effective contemplative praxis.  Special attention will be paid to the themes of 
discipline, stillness, engagement, and the transformed heart.  The works of 
Evagrius Ponticus (354-399), particularly the Prakticos and The Chapters on 

Prayer (in the Oxford Early Christian Studies edition), and Bonaventure 
(1217-1274), particularly The Soul’s Journey into God (in the Classics of 

Western Spirituality edition) will serve as grounding texts. 
 

Casiday, A.M. Evagrius Ponticus. London: Routledge, 2006. 
De Wit, H.F. The Spiritual Path: An Introduction to the Psychology of the 

Spiritual Traditions. Pittsburgh: Duquesne University Press, 1999. 
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May, G.G. The Dark Night of the Soul: A Psychiatrist Explores the 

Connection between Darkness and Spiritual Growth. N.Y: 
HarperSanFrancisco, 2004. 

Merton, T. The Inner Experience: Notes on Contemplation. London: SPCK, 
2003. 

 
 

CONTEMPORARY AND POSTMODERN 

SPIRITUALITY 
J. Finnegan BTSP 302  
 
Christian spirituality is often understood as a specific way of privileging and 
living a foundational aspect of the Gospel. On the other hand, cross-
traditional spirituality is approached quite differently by monotheists, 
polytheists, pantheists, atheists, humanists, and practitioners of new age, 
esoteric and occult practices. This module will be concerned with the 
challenge of definition in a field that is serving the different interests of a 
widening range of other disciplines: health, education, business, and the 
psychological therapies are typical examples. The module will also examine 
the impact of postmodern thought on recent developments in spirituality. A 
closely associated theme concerns the mooring or otherwise of contemporary 
spirituality in the world of religion, and the forms of bricolage that tend to 
characterise it as people respond or react to life in a globalising consumer 
culture. 
 
Cobb, M. The Dying Soul: Spiritual Care at the End of Life. Buckingham & 

Philadelphia: Open University Press. 2001. 
Downing, C. How Postmodernism Serves (My) Faith: Questioning Truth in 

Language, Philosophy and Art. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 
2006. 

Finnegan, J. The Audacity of Spirit: The Meaning and Shaping of Spirituality 

Today. Dublin: Veritas, 2008. 
Noonan, M. Ransomed from Darkness: The New Age, Christian Faith and 

the Battle for Souls. El Sobrante, CA: North Bay Books, 2005. 
Partridge, C. The Re-Enchantment of the West. 2 Vols. London: T&T Clark, 

2004, 2006. 
Swinton, J. Spirituality and Mental Health Care: Rediscovering a 

‘Forgotten’ Dimension. London & Philadelphia: Jessica Kingsley 
Publishers, 2001. 
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CONTINUITY AND CHANGE IN CHRISTIAN 

MISSION 
P. Claffey PG 205 
 
From its origins in the life, death and resurrection Jesus, Christian faith has 
been marked by an extraordinary missionary outreach that seeks to 
communicate the salvation he achieved to the whole world. Over the 
centuries, however, the missionary endeavours of Christians have assumed 
different forms, as different questions and problems had to be confronted in 
the varying circumstances in which the message was proclaimed. This 
module investigates that history, in order to identify the elements of 
continuity amid all the changes that have taken place since the mission was 
first undertaken. 
 
Bosch, D. J. Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in the Theology of 

Mission. Maryknoll: Orbis, 1991. 
Bevans, S.B., and R. P. Schroeder. Constants in Context: A Theology of 

Mission for Today. Maryknoll: Orbis, 2004. 
Egan, J. and T.R. Whelan (eds.). City Limits: Mission Issues in Postmodern 

Times. Dublin: Milltown Institute, 2004. 
Thomas N.E. Classic Texts in Mission and World Christianity. Maryknoll: 

Orbis Books, 1995. 
 
 

CONTRACTING THE SUPERVISORY 

RELATIONSHIP 
Various  MSUP21 
 
This module will be concerned with helping participants develop the 
theological, theoretical and practical skill competency in both individual and 
group supervision. The following themes will be explored: 
� Understanding individual and group interaction 
� The necessity of a reflective stance towards meaning horizons, 

professional, religious and spiritual 
� The application of the clinical rhombus 
 
Bernard, J., and R. Goodyear. Fundamentals of Clinical Supervision. 3rd ed. 

New York: Allyn and Bacon, 2003. 
Bumpus, M., and R. Bradburn Langer. Supervision of Spiritual Directors: 

Engaging in Holy Mystery. Harrisburg, PA: Moorehouse Publishing, 
2005. 



 

 
 

84

Carroll, M., and M. Tholstrup, (eds.). Integrative Approaches to Supervision. 
London: Jessica Kingsley, 2001. 

Ward, F. Lifelong Learning, Theological Education and Supervision.  London 
SCM Press 2005. 

 
 

COUNSELLING AND JOURNAL 
A.M. Dixon MACS41 
 
The aim of this component is to orient the participants before undertaking the 
experience of counselling.  Its objectives are to outline the criteria and process 
of selecting a counsellor; to describe the nature of the counselling encounter; 
and to discuss ethical issues in relation to confidentiality and changing 
counsellors and/or appointments.  Students will be required to keep a journal of 
their learnings about counselling through their personal engagement in the 
process. 
 
Corey, G. Theory and Practice of Counselling and Psychotherapy. Boston: 

Wadsworth, 2004. 
O’Farrell, U. First Steps in Counselling. Dublin: Veritas, 1998. 
Sills, C. (ed.) Contracts in Counselling. London: Sage, 1997. 
 
 

COUNSELLING SKILLS  
A.M. Dixon BTSP 311 
 
The aim of this component is to provide participants with basic interpersonal 
skills fundamental to counselling, facilitation and applied spirituality. By 
building on the participant’s own interpersonal competencies, whether 
formally or informally acquired, the skills of attending, active listening, self-
disclosure, empathy, probing, challenging and termination will be defined 
and practised so that they can be used effectively. The module is intended to 
be introductory and will acquaint participants with the principles underlying 
pastoral counselling.  
 
Coakley, C., and A. Wolvin. Listening, 5th ed. New York: McGraw Hill, 

1996. 
Lartey, E. In Living Color: An Intercultural Approach to Pastoral Care and 

Counselling. 2d ed.  London: Jessica Kingsley, 2003. 
O’ Farrell, U. Considering Counselling. Dublin: Veritas, 2004. 
O’ Farrell, U. Courage to Change - The Counselling Process. Dublin: 

Veritas, 1999. 
West, W. Psychotherapy and Spirituality. London: Sage, 2000. 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN TRINITARIAN THEOLOGY 
D. Marmion PG 103 
 
This module will explore some of the recent writing on trinitarian theology. It is 
envisaged that a discussion of at least one of the books below will be the focus of the 
seminar. Participants will be expected to present an aspect of their reading at each 
meeting and to contribute to the discussion. 
 
Coffey, D. Deus Trinitas: The Doctrine of the Triune God. New York/Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 1999.  
Fiddes, P. S. Participating in God: A Pastoral Doctrine of the Trinity. London: 

DLT, 2000.  
Grenz, S.J. Rediscovering the Triune God. The Trinity in Contemporary Theology.  

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2004. 
Hunt, A. Trinity: Nexus of the Mysteries of Christian Faith. Maryknoll, New York, 

Orbis, 2005. 

 
E 
 

 

EARLY SPIRITUAL WRITERS 
D. Kelly BTSP 321 
 
This module offers a thematic study of the spirituality of the Christian East 
and West through a consideration of the writings of a number of early 
Christian thinkers of both traditions. The writers to be studied include Basil 
of Caesarea, Gregory of Nazianzus, John Chrysostom, Gregory Palamas, 
Cassian, Augustine, Benedict and Gregory the Great. The themes to be 
treated include the call to holiness, the nature of the spiritual journey, the 
stages of spiritual growth, and prayer. 
 
Bettenson, H. The Later Christian Fathers. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

1986. 
Jones, C, G. Wainwright, and E. Yarnold, (eds.). The Study of Spirituality. 

London: SPCK, 1986 and later editions. 
McGinn, B. The Foundations of Mysticism and the Growth of Mysticism. 

London: SCM, 1991. 
Spidlik, T. The Spirituality of the Christian East. Kalamazoo: Cistercian 

Publications, 1986. 
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ECUMENISM (CERTIFICATE) 
T. Layden CTEW 4/10 
 
In this brief introduction to the theology of ecumenism from a Catholic 
perspective, particular attention will be paid to the Second Vatican Council and 
its decree on ecumenism, Unitatis redintegratio.  Some issues of a practical 
nature: inter-church weddings, Baptism in an inter-church context, and the 
particular problems posed by the situation in Northern Ireland will also be 
examined.  The module will conclude by looking at the challenge of John Paul 
II’s encyclical Ut unum sint, and how the churches can respond.  
 
Hurley, M. Christian Unity : An Ecumenical Second Spring? Dublin: Veritas, 

1998.  
White, S. R. (ed.). A Time to Build.  Essays For Tomorrow's Church, Dublin: 

APCK , 1999 
. 
 

ECUMENISM (BTE) 
G. Thiessen BTE 263 
 
The module is an introduction to the area of inter-church and inter-faith 
dialogue. The participants will become familiar with the history of the 
ecumenical movement and the present theological concerns in Ecumenics and 
in Christian relations with other religions. Relevant texts will be read and 
discussed. 
 
Baptism, Eucharist, Ministry. Geneva: WCC, 1982. 
Dictionary of the Ecumenical Movement.  2nd ed., Geneva: WCC, 2003. 
Goosen, G. Bringing Churches Together: An Introduction to Ecumenism. 

Newtown, Australia: E.J. Dwyer, 1993. 
Hurley, M. Christian Unity: An Ecumenical Second Spring? Dublin: Veritas, 

1998. 
 
 

ETHICAL DILEMMAS IN SUPERVISION 
Various  MSUP22 
 
This module will be particularly concerned with helping participants develop 
an understanding of the practical demands of ethical decision making in their 
supervisory practice. Participants will be challenged to surface the theoretical 
/theological horizon of meaning that informs their supervisory practice. The 
following themes will be explored in particular: 
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� Cultivating the capacity to work within particular supervisory situations 
in the context of making effective ethical decisions and developing an 
ability to work with ethical dilemmas 

� The identification of the ethical principles in moral conflicts 
� An informed awareness around ethically sensitive issues and ultimate 

life questions 
 
Carroll, M. Counselling Supervision: Theory, Skills and Practice. London: 

Cassell 1996. 
Fortune, M. Is Nothing Sacred? When Sex Invades the Pastoral Relationship, 

San Francisco : Harper Collins, 1989. 
Gula, R. Ethics in Pastoral Ministry. New York: Paulist Press, 1996. 
Lebacqz, K., and J. Driskill. Ethics and Spiritual Care: A Guide for Pastors, 

Chaplains, and Spiritual Directors. Nashville: Abingdon, 2000. 
 
 

EUCHARIST 
F. Clancy BTE 1/233 
 
This module will examine the Eucharist in the light of Scriptural evidence 
and the Church’s growing tradition of understanding the Eucharistic mystery.  
The Old Testament background to the Eucharist will be traced in connection 
with the themes of the Passover, covenant, memorial and sacrifice.  The 
module will also focus on the understanding of Christ’s presence in the 
Eucharist.  Attention will be given throughout the module to the liturgical 
celebration of the Eucharist and associated devotional activities. Additional 
themes to be explored will include Eucharistic ecclesiology and the Eucharist 
in ecumenical dialogue. 
 
Deiss, L.  It’s the Lord’s Supper: Eucharist of Christians.  London: Collins, 1976. 
Kilmartin E.J.  The Eucharist in the Primitive Church.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ: 

Prentice-Hall Inc., 1965. 
Moloney, R.  The Eucharist.  London: Chapman, 1995. 
Sheerin, D.J.  The Eucharist.  Message of the Fathers of the Church. Vol. 7. 

Wilmington, Delaware: M. Glazier, 1986. 
 
 

EVALUATION IN THE SUPERVISORY PROCESS 
Various  MSUP24 
 
This module will be particularly concerned with helping participants develop 
the skills of evaluation in the supervisory process. It will be particularly 
concerned with problems grounded in dualistic visions of the world, and their 
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expression in postmodern fragmentation, and polarised 
psychological/spiritual attitudes. The three types of evaluation central to this 
module are: 

Formal and informal evaluation 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Writing supervisory reports 

 
Keenan, J. ‘Confidentiality, Disclosure and Fiduciary Responsibility.’ 

Theological Studies 54 (1993): 152-159. 
Lebacqz, K. Professional Ethics: Power and Paradox. Nashville: Abingdon, 

1985. 
Lebacqz, K. and J. Driskill. Ethics and Spiritual Care: A Guide for Pastors, 

Chaplains, and Spiritual Directors. Nashville: Abingdon, 2000. 
Sills, C. Contracts in Counselling. London: Sage, 1997. 

 
F 
 

FAITH AND REASON. A CASE STUDY: GOD 
W. Callanan BTSP 322 
 
In the past Philosophy has traditionally been considered as the ‘handmaid of 
Theology’. Natural Theology – the assertion that God’s existence and attributes 
can be known through Reason – has its roots in early Greek Philosophy and is 
also found in the wisdom of the East. The course considers critically the nature 
and extent of these claims. Opponents of this position would argue for the 
philosophical impossibility of knowing a transcendent God, arguing that the 
existence of evil, and the superiority of the scientific world view, makes God’s 
existence problematic. Today it continues to be a hotly debated issue. 
 
Davis, B. An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion. Oxford: OUP, 1993. 
John Paul II. The Encyclical Faith and Reason (any edition). 1998. 
Kung, H. Does God Exist? London: Collins Fount Paperback. 1980. 
Vardy, P. The Puzzle of God. London: Collins Fount Paperback. 1999. 
 
 

FAITH AND REVELATION 
J. Egan CTE 215 
 
In this module we will explore the meaning of faith and revelation in the light 
of human and Christian experience.  As they form two sides of one coin their 
intrinsic relationship with one another will be explored and the course 
participants will be involved in discussion on this subject. 
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FAITH, CONSCIENCE AND THE MORAL LIFE 
M. Duffy CTE 216 
 
This module will examine questions concerning the moral dimension of 
human life, moral development and moral discernment. It will consider the 
notion of a specific Christian morality, the place of conscience, morality and 
the law. 
 
 
 

FORMATIVE SPIRITUALITY 
Ú. Agnew MCS 26 
 
Using a contemporary anthropology in the context of a personal transformative 
field of energies (Adrian van Kaam), this module will seek to explore the 
fundamental dynamics of spiritual pilgrimage and the disposition of consonance 
desirable in an authentic lived spirituality. The goal is that of reaching a level of  
integration of energies and of negotiating life’s stages in a transformative rather 
than a deformative manner. Topics will include: genuine interiority, social 
spirituality, mystical prayer and stages of personal and mystical transformation.  
 
Finnegan, J. The Audacity of Spirit: The Meaning and Shaping of Spirituality 

Today.  Dublin: Veritas, 2009. 
Loder, J. The Logic of the Spirit: Human Development in Theological 

Perspective. San Francisco: Jossey Bass Publishers, 1998. 
Peterson, E.H. Eat This Book: A Conversation in the Art of Spiritual Reading,  

Grand Rapids, Michigan/ Cambridge, UK: Eerdmans, 2006. 
Shea, J. Finding God Again: Spirituality for Adults. New York: Rowman and 

Littlefield, 2005  
Thich Nhat Hanh. The Miracle of Mindfulness: A Manual on Meditation, 

London: Rider Books, Random House, 1991. 
Van Kaam, A. Formative Spirituality, 7 Vols, New York: Crossroad, 1984-2001. 
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G 
 

GRADUATE RESEARCH COLLOQUIUM / GENERIC 

SKILLS 
TBA PG03 
 
This module will consist of ten class hours (five sessions) in the first 
semester, in which the students will be introduced to postgraduate research 
techniques—see timetable for dates. In the second semester there will be a 
further ten hours (five sessions) in which the students will present some of 
their research work and discuss their theological method. 
 
 
 

GROUP SPIRITUAL ACCOMPANIMENT  
B. Grogan / P. Brady  MACS31 
 
Building on what has been achieved in the Higher Diploma, this module will 
focus on the development of the socially reflective practitioner in five phases.  
From (1) an understanding of the role of Spirit in the marketplace, 
participants will learn (2) the art of leading groups in prayer, and (3) the art 
of leading groups in corporate discernment. They will (4) explore the factors 
in themselves and others which help or hinder God’s action in their lives and 
(5) the necessity for supervision. 
 
Brady, P. and B. Grogan. Meetings Matter!: Spirituality and Skills for 

Meetings. Dublin: Veritas, 2009. 
Conroy, M. Looking into the Well. Chicago: Loyola University Press, 1995. 
English, J. Spiritual Intimacy and Community. London: DLT, 1992. 
Ruth, S. High-Quality Leadership. Dublin: Veritas, 2006. 
Scott Peck, M. The Different Drum. London: Rider, 1987. 
Wink, W. Engaging the Powers. Minnesota: Fortress Press, 1992. 
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H 
 

HEBREW BELIEVER 
A. O’Leary BTSP 331 / CSE 45 
 
This course will review the beliefs and practices of the ancient Hebrews by 
examining the narratives of the Pentateuch and exploring their influence on 
prayer and practice as witnessed in the Psalms and some Wisdom literature. 
 
Blenkinsopp, J. Wisdom and Law in the Old Testament: The Ordering of Life 

in Israel and Early Judaism. Oxford: Oxford Bible Series, 1995 
Schaefer, K. Psalms. Berit Olam: Studies in Hebrew Narrative & Poetry. 

Collegeville: The Liturgical Press, 2001. 
Ska, J.L. Introduction to Reading the Pentateuch. Winona Lake: Eisenbraun,  

2007. 
Whybray, R.N. Introduction to the Pentateuch. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 
                Publishing, 1995. 
. 
 
 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY  
D. Kelly DTE 251 
 
This module will outline the development of Christianity from the early Church 
to the beginning of the twentieth century.  It will treat of such topics as the 
growth of Monasticism, Barbarian Invasions, the rise of Islam, the Crusades, 
Mendicant Orders, the Inquisition, the Avignon Exile, Great Western Schism, 
Reformation and Counter-Reformation, Jesuits, Early Modern Missions to the 
New World, the French Revolution and the Church in the Nineteenth Century. 
 
Daniel-Rops, H. The Church in the Dark Ages. London: J. M. Dent, New York: 

E. P. Dutton, 1959. 
Hughes, P. A History of the Church. 3 vols., London: Sheed & Ward, 1956-

1960. 
Knowles, D. & D. Obolensky. The Christian Centuries. vol. 2 The Middle 

Ages, London: DLT, 1969. 
Poulet, C. A History of the Catholic Church. 2 vols., St Louis, MO & London: 

B. Herder Book Company, 1935. 
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HOW ARE WE TO APPROACH SCRIPTURE? 
A. O’Leary  DTE221 
 
This course will explore the practices of Christian worship and ministry as the 
believing community tries to apply the lasting word of the Bible in a changing 
world. The Liturgy of the Word as part of the Mass and other celebrations of 
the Word, the Lectionary and its composition, and the role of Scripture in 
various types of prayer ministry will offer examples of the underlying 
principles of a Catholic understanding of Scripture in Church. 
 
Grant, R., and D. Tracy. A Short History of the Interpretation of the Bible, 2d 

ed. London: SCM, 1984. 
Magrassi, M. Praying the Bible. Collegeville, Minnesota: The Liturgical Press, 

1998. 
Pontifical Biblical Commission. The Interpretation of the Bible in the Church. 

English ed. London: St Paul Publications, 1994. 
Treacy B. (ed.). Reading Scripture for Living the Christian Life. Doctrine and 

Life Special. Dublin 2009. 

 
I 
 

IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY 
B. Comerford  PG 206 
 
The Spiritual Exercises are the most obvious, but not the only, source for 
understanding the spirituality of Ignatius of Loyola. This course will range 
over other documents besides the Spiritual Exercises: Autobiography, 
Spiritual Diary, Constitutions of the Society of Jesus, and the Letters. The 
importance of metanoia, conversion and discipleship will be highlighted. 
Students will be expected to read from the original documents (in 
translation). 
 
Ganss, E., (ed.). Ignatius of Loyola: Spiritual Exercises and Selected Works. 

N.Y./Mahwah N.J: Paulist Press, 1991. 
Lonsdale, D. Eyes to See, Ears to Hear: An Introduction to Ignatian 

Spirituality. London: DLT, 2000 (revised edition). 
Munitiz, J., (ed.). Saint Ignatius of Loyola: Personal Writings. London: 

Penguin Classics, 1996. 
O’Malley, J. The First Jesuits. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 

1993. 
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IMAGES OF GOD IN PROPHETIC LITERATURE 
M. Byrne MBS224 
 
This course aims to enable students to identify the cultural and religious 
influences on the images of God in the narrative and poetry of the prophets of 
the Hebrew Bible The primary focus of the course will be on the imagery and 
the divine designations used throughout the prophetic texts and on how they 
related to the development of Israel’s monotheistic worship. The divine 
images and designations will be situated within the historical context of the 
Israelites in order that an attempt may be made to reconcile them to modern 
audiences.  
 
Albright, W.F. From the Stone Age to Christianity; Monotheism and the 

Historical Process. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1957. 
Brueggemann, W., T. Linafelt, and T.K. Beal. God in the Fray: A Tribute to 

Walter Brueggemann. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1998. 
Huber, C. ‘Speaking of God’ I. 28 in G.F. McLean (ed.), Cultural Heritage 

and Contemporary Change, Washington, D.C.: Council for Research 
in Values and Philosophy, 2000. 

Smith, M.S. The Origins of Biblical Monotheism: Israel's Polytheistic 

Background and the Ugaritic Texts. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2001. 

 
 

INTEGRATION 
C. Mangan BTSP 335 
 
The aim of the tutorial will be: 

• In a dialogue framework, to help the students assimilate the material in 
the theology modules of the programme 

• To clarify the different methodologies used in the study of theology 
• To enable the group to link the academic content of the lectures with 

the spirituality/daily living out of the message 
• To facilitate discussion on theological and pastoral issues that arise as a 

result of other modules on the programme 
• To indicate and use articles relevant to the material on the programme. 

 
Barton, S. Discipleship and Family Ties in Mark and Matthew. Cambridge: 

University Press, 1994. 
Best, E. Disciples and Discipleship. New York: Paulist Press, 1979. 
Freyne, S. The World of the New Testament. Dublin: Veritas, 1982. 
Schneiders, S.M. The Revelatory Text. New York: Harper San Francisco, 

1991. 
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INTRODUCTION TO ST. EPHREM THE SYRIAN 
F. Clancy PG 201 
 
Early Christian Literature is not limited to its Greek and Latin forms of expression. 
The aim of this introductory module will be to gain an appreciation of the 
contributions of the Syriac poet-theologian St. Ephrem [303-373 AD] to theology 
and spirituality. The module will focus on some of the characteristic themes in his 
numerous hymns such as symbolism in general, Scripture, the Incarnation, 
Christology, the Holy Spirit, Redemption, Sacraments, Mariology and asceticism. St 
Ephrem’s Homily on the Lord and his Diatessaron Commentary will also be 
explored thematically. 
 
Brock, S. The Harp of the Spirit. Studies Supplementary to Sobornost, No. 4. 

London: Fellowship of St. Alban and St. Sergius, 1983. 
Brock, S. The Luminous Eye: The Spiritual World Vision of St. Ephrem. ‘Cistercian 

Studies Series, No. 124’. Kalamazoo Michigan: Cistercian Publications, 
1992. 

McVey, K.E. Ephrem the Syrian – Hymns. ‘The Classics of Western Spirituality 
Series’. New York-Mahwah: Paulist Press, 1989. 

Murray, R. Symbols of Church and Kingdom: A Study in Early Syriac Tradition. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1975. 

 
 

IRISH-CELTIC SPIRITUALITY 
D. Kelly   BTSP 332 / CSE 46 
 
The aim of this course is to explore the principal features of Celtic Christian 
Spirituality within its Irish context.  The course will show how Christianity 
took root in Ireland with the mission of St. Patrick and the growth of the 
monastic tradition.  The spiritual legacy of Irish/Celtic Christianity will be 
further illustrated through consideration of a number of important themes 
including the Trinity, Eucharist, Pilgrimage, Hospitality, Prayer, Mary and 
the Saints, the Bible.  It is hoped that through this course students will gain 
an understanding of this particular cultural expression of Christian spirituality 
in its historical context, and this understanding will be further enhanced 
through contact with some of the primary sources of Irish/Celtic Christianity. 
 
Conneely, D. The Letters of St. Patrick.  A Study of their Theological 

Dimension, Maynooth: An Sagart, 1993. 
Mackey, J. (ed.). An Introduction to Celtic Christianity, Edinburgh: T&T 

Clark, 1995 (1989). 
O’Loughlin, T. Journeys on the Edges.  The Celtic Tradition, London: DLT, 

2000. 
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IRISH CHURCH HISTORY 
D. Kelly BTE 1/252 
 
This module will explore the origin, growth and development of the Irish 
Church.  Topics will include; Patrick’s mission, Early Irish Monasteries, 
Twelfth Century Reform, the Norman Invasion, the introduction of Diocese-
Parish structure, Mendicant Friars, Observant Reform, Reformation, 
Dissolution of the Monasteries, Penal Laws, Irish Continental Colleges, pre-
Famine spirituality, Catholic Emancipation, Churches and Convents, 
Devotional Revolution, Vocations explosion and Foreign Missions. 
 
Bradshaw, B. and D. Keogh, Eds. Christianity in Ireland – Revisiting the Story. 

Dublin: Columba Press, 2002. 
Corish, P. The Irish Catholic Experience – A Historical Survey. Dublin: Gill & 

Macmillan, 1985. 
Gougaud, L. Christianity in Celtic Lands. Dublin: Four Courts Press, 1992. 

Swords, L. A Hidden Church – The Diocese of Achonry 1689-1818. Dublin: 
Columba Press, 1997; A Dominant Church – The Diocese of Achonry 

1818-1960. Dublin: Columba Press, 2004. 
 
 

ISSUES IN FUNDAMENTAL MORAL THEOLOGY 
M. Duffy PG 105 
 
What is Morality? And what does it mean to act morally? From earliest times 
Christian thinkers were concerned with questions of morality. This module 
examines the foundations of moral theology in light of contemporary 
challenges, such as, conscience, natural law, scripture, authority, virtue 
ethics, universal moral norms and the call to be a fully human person, which 
is at the heart of faith.  The aim of the course is to facilitate an understanding 
of the central themes of Catholic moral theology as well as the arguments and 
language essential to the debates.  Participants are encouraged in reflective 
practices and skills with which to engage in the ethical challenges of modern 
life. 
 
Curran, C.E. Directions in Fundamental Moral Theology. Dublin: Gill & 

Macmillan, 1986. 
Fleming, A., (ed.). Contemporary Irish Moral Discourse. Dublin: Columba, 

2007. 
Gula, R. Reason Informed by Faith. NY / Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1989. 
MacNamara, V. The Call to be Human. Dublin: Veritas, 2010. 
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J 
 

JESUS AND THE ORIGINS OF CHRISTIANITY 
P. Rogers DTE 224 
 
This module will examine what is said about Jesus in the New Testament and 
in a range of other documents (Roman and apocryphal) from the early Christian 
era, each of them proposing an interpretation of his significance for others.  
From such an overview it will emerge how vital was the fixing of the New 
Testament canon for the subsequent faith of Christians. 
 
Brown, R.E. An Introduction to the New Testament.  New York: Doubleday, 

1997. 
Dunn, J.D.G. Jesus Remembered. Christianity in the Making. Vol.1. Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003. 
Dunn, J.D.G. The Theology of Paul the Apostle. New York: T. & T. Clark, 

1999. 
Rogers, P. Bible Study Tools: Texts from and about the Biblical World. Dublin, 

[CD-Rom] www.Cyberbooks.i.e. 2005. 
 
 

JOB AND WISDOM OF SOLOMON 
C. Mangan / K. O’Mahony MBS 223 
 
The place of the Book of Job in the wisdom literature of the Bible will be 
studied to come to an understanding of its text and message. The way it was 
interpreted down the ages, in Judaism, in Christianity and in world literature, 
will be followed with a view to understanding the way a text can be received 
and interpreted. 
 
Beuken, W.A.M. The Book of Job. Leuven: University Press, 1994. 
Collins, J.J. A Short Introduction to the Hebrew Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress, 

2007, pp.256-267 
Cox, D. Man’s Anger and God’s Silence: The Book of Job. Slough: St. Paul 

Publications, 1992. 
Perdue, L.G. Wisdom in Revolt: Metaphorical Theology in the Book of Job. 

Slough: St. Paul Publications, 1992 
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JUDAISM: AN INTRODUCTION 
P. Rogers MBS 222 
 
The course will treat the following topics: the various political and religious 
movements of Palestine from c. 200 BCE to 70 CE; the rise of “Normative 
Judaism,” classical Rabbinic texts (Mishnah, Talmud, Midrash, Targum); the 
temple and its worship; Jewish daily prayer; the rise of Reform Judaism; 
Judaism today and Jewish-Christian relations since the Holocaust. At the end 
of the course the student ought to have a basic familiarity with the world of 
Judaism – its texts, calendar, liturgy and spirituality. The student should also 
have an understanding of the importance of current Jewish and Christian 
dialogue. Finally, the student should be familiar with the basic tools for 
research into Judaism.  
 
Kueng, H. Judaism. London: Continuum, 1995. 
Neusner, J. The Mishnah, Philadelphia: Trinity Press International, 1992. 
Perry, M. and Schweizer, F.M. (eds.). Jewish Christian Encounters Over the 

Centuries. New York: Peter Lang, 1994. 
Stemberger, G. Introduction to the Talmud and Midrash, Edinburgh: T&T 

Clark, 1996. 

 
L 
 

LITURGICAL THEOLOGY 
T. Whelan  BD 321 
 
Basing itself on the Liturgy Constitution of the Second Vatican Council, this 
module will examine what is meant by Christian Worship in the various 
Christian traditions, ancient as well as those of post-reformation churches; its 
biblical roots; and some of its many theological elements: assembly, paschal 
mystery, Word, sacrament and symbol. Ritual Studies will be presented as an 
entry point into a theological discussion of sacrament. The ethical 
implications of liturgical celebration will be addressed. Liturgical Theology 
will be presented at an early stage in the module as a method, and the module 
will include a discussion of an aspect of Liturgical Time. 
 
Bradshaw, P.F. The Search for the Origins of Christian Worship. Oxford: 

University Press, 2002. 
Bradshaw, P.F. and J. Melloh (eds.). Foundations in Ritual Studies. London: 

SPCK, 2007. 
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Empereur, J.L. and C. G. Kiesling. The Liturgy That Does Justice. Eugene, 
Oregon: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2006. 

Uzukwu, E.E. Worship as Body Language: Introduction to Christian 

Worship, An African Orientation. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 
1997. 

 
 

LITURGY – EUCHARIST – MISSION:  A 
THEOLOGICAL RELATIONSHIP 
T. Whelan PG 203 
 
This module seeks to understand the relationship between leitourgia and missio Dei: 
a brief critical overview of the history of the interaction between these two ecclesial 
realities will be followed by an exploration of this theme in Eucharistic and other 
texts from Roman Catholic and Anglican liturgical books. This will lead further to 
an exploration of the idea that intrinsic to the notion of ‘liturgy’ is ‘mission’ and that 
both are rooted in a Trinitarian theology and faith. These two ecclesial expressions 
are investigated in the light of paschal mystery, doxology and eschatology. The 
implications of this theological reflection on the practice of mission and the 
celebration of liturgy are examined. 
 
Eary, M. and C. Headley. Mission and Liturgical Worship. Grove Worship Series, 

170. Cambridge: Grove Books, 2002. 
Fisch, T. (ed.). Liturgy and Tradition: Theological Reflections of Alexander 

Schmemann. New York: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1990. 
Jala, D. Liturgy and  Mission. Bibliotheca ‘Ephemerides Liturgicae, Subsidia, 41’. 

Rome: CLV Edizioni Liturgiche, 1987. 
Kochuparampil, X. “The Liturgical Dimension of Evangelization.,” Questions 

Liturgique 72 (1991): 218-230. 
Whelan, T.R. ‘The Liturgy is Missionary’: Elements of a Fundamental Liturgical 

Theology of Mission.” In Faithful Witness: Glimpses of the Kingdom.  
J.Egan and B. McConvery (eds.). Dublin: Milltown Institute, 2005, pp. 
357-375. 
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M 
 

MARRIAGE 
C. Molloy  CTE204 
 
How was marriage understood and lived during the period of the Old 
Testament? How did Jesus understand it? How did marriage come to be 
recognised as one of the seven sacraments? This module will explore the 
meaning and contemporary reality of the sacrament of matrimony in the light of 
Scripture and of both traditional and contemporary theology. The module will 
also explore the significance of communitas vitae with respect to marriage. 
 
Buckley, T. What Binds Marriage: Roman Catholic Theology in Practice. 

London: Geoffrey Chapman, 1997. 
Gaillaardetz, R.R. A Daring Promise: A Spirituality of Christian Marriage. 

New York: Crossroads Publication Co., 1995. 
 
 

MARY 
F. Clancy BTE 1/236 
 
This module will look at Mary’s place in Scripture and in the evolving tradition 
of the Church.  Doctrinal points such as Mary as Mother of God, the 
Incarnation, the Immaculate Conception and Mary’s Assumption will be 
explored in some detail.  Mary’s place in relationship to the Church will be 
examined in the light of Vatican II’s teaching, Paul VI’s Marialis cultus and 
John Paul II’s Redemptoris Mater.  The module will also look at Mary’s place 
in the Orthodox and Anglican traditions, including ARCIC’s recent Seattle 
Statement.  The importance of Mary in the devotional life of the Christian and 
in Irish Spirituality will also feature as part of the module. 
 
ARCIC Seattle Statement, “Mary: Grace and Hope in Christ”, Origins 35.3 

(2005), 33-50. 
Mc Loughlin, W. and J. Pinnock, (eds.). Mary is for Everyone. Leominster: 

Gracewing, 1997. 
O’Donnell, C. At Worship with Mary: A Pastoral and Theological Study. 

Wilmington, Delaware: M. Glazier, 1988. 
Stacpoole, A., (ed.). Mary’s Place in Christian Dialogue. Slough: St Paul’s, 

1982. 
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MYSTERY OF THE TRINITY 
F. Clancy  DTE233 
 
The first part of this course will explore the emergence of Trinitarian doctrine 
in the light of the Christian reflection on the Scriptures and the liturgical 
activity of the Church, and in response to various heretical views. The 
emergence of the Creed and its importance in the life of the Church will be 
examined. The second part of the course will look at the impact of Trinitarian 
faith on different aspects of Christian life, focusing on its link with the Paschal 
Mystery and our salvation, the Church, the liturgy and the sacraments, prayer 
and spirituality, the individual and society. Artistic insights will be used 
throughout the course to illustrate the beckoning nature of the Trinitarian 
mystery. 
 
Downey, M. Altogether Gift: A Trinitarian Spirituality. Dublin: Dominican 

Publications, 2000. 
Heron, A.I.C., (ed.). The Forgotten Trinity. London: BBC.CCBI, 1991. 
La Cugna, C.M. God for Us: The Trinity and Christian Life. New York: 

Harper-Collins, 1991. 
O’Donnell, J.J. The Mystery of the Triune God. London: Sheed & Ward, 1988. 

 
 

O 
 

OLD TESTAMENT THEMES 
C. Mangan CTE203 
 
“Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways” (Heb. 1:1). 
In looking at God’s word in the Old Testament, this module will take selected 
themes from the Pentateuch, Prophets and Wisdom Books. The aim will be to 
show the graciousness of the God of Israel – our God. 
 
Collins, J.J. Introduction to the Hebrew Bible ( with CDROM), Minneapolis: 

Fortress, 2004. 
Harrington, W.J. Hold on to Hope: the Foolishness of God. Dublin: 

Dominican Publications, 1998. 
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ON MORAL MEDICINE: CHRISTIAN 

PERSPECTIVES IN MEDICAL ETHICS. 
K. Cronin PG 106 
 
Traditional approaches to Medical Ethics/Bioethics have tended to focus on 
familiar ethical dilemmas concerning contraception, abortion, euthanasia and, 
more recently, the vexed issues of artificial reproduction and genetics. 
Arguably, however, insufficient attention has been paid to what Paul Ramsey 
called “the Patient as Person” - the manner in which people experience health 
and illness in relation to their own selves; in relation to family and friends; in 
relation to health professionals and the institutions which are established to 
promote healthy living and dignified dying; and in relation to a God who is 
master of life and who, religious believers hold, grants his creatures a limited 
stewardship over their short existence in this world. This module will explore 
these relationships, giving special attention to the value of health and healing, 
as well as the central principles of biomedical ethics – non-maleficence, 
beneficence, autonomy, justice and fidelity.   
 
Ashley, B. and K. O’Rourke. Healthcare Ethics: A Theological Analysis. St 

Louis: The Catholic Health Association, 1989. 
Beauchamp, T.L., and J.F. Childress, eds. Principles of Biomedical Ethics. 2d 

ed. New York/Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983. 
Lammers, S.E., and A. Verhey, eds. On Moral Medicine: Theological 

Perspectives in Medical Ethics. Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Eerdmans, 1987. 

 
 

OUR COMMON WORSHIP 
T. Whelan CTEW 3/9  
 
Worship is the activity of the whole Church.  It is the place where we 
celebrate and discover who we are.  The liturgy is teacher, guide and source 
in the Christian life.  Before all the immediate practical liturgical questions 
we need to reflect on the great theme of the renewal of liturgy, and on the 
experience of the early Church and the history of our common worship. 
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P 
 

PATRISTIC COMMENTARIES ON THE LORD’S 

PRAYER 
F. Clancy PG 101 
 
Patristic commentaries on the Lord’s Prayer are found in texts of varying literary 
genre. This module will examine seven commentaries on the Lord’s Prayer from 
Fathers representing the Latin (Tertullian, Cyprian, Augustine), Greek (Origen, 
Gregory of Nyssa, Maximus the Confessor) and Syriac (Ephrem) traditions. These 
commentaries will be related to Patristic teaching on Prayer in general and the 
liturgical usage of the Lord’s Prayer in the Early Church. Patristic texts will be 
studied in translation. 
 
Ayo, N. The Lord’s Prayer: A Survey Theological and Literary. Notre Dame: 

University of Notre Dame Press, 1992. 
Carmignac, J. Recherches sur le ‘notre Père’. Paris: Éditions Letouzey et Ané, 

1969. 
Cunningham, A. Prayer: Personal and Liturgical. Message of the Fathers of the 

Church 16. Wilmington, Delaware: Michael Glazier, 1985. 
Rordorf, W. “The Lord’s Prayer in the Light of Its Liturgical Use in the Early 

Church.” Studia Liturgica 14 (1980-1982) 1-19. 
 
 

PENTATEUCH 
M. Byrne BTE 1/224 
 
The five biblical books of the Pentateuch identify and convey the heart of 
Israel’s faith.  The major themes of the text outline the foundation of a people 
through God’s call, liberation, covenant, and guidance.  Its narratives and 
poetry vibrantly represent the acts of God and the human response to them.  Its 
legal statutes set up the boundaries of a fitting response to God’s actions and 
offer the foundation for a society where life can be fully appreciated as a gift 
from God.  

This module will introduce the student to the books of Pentateuch 
through a survey of its contents, with a focus on: a) social and historical 
contexts, b) distinctive literary forms, c) the major themes and theological 
statements, and d) the enduring message and relevance of the texts. 
 
Blenkinsopp, J. The Pentateuch: An Introduction to the First Five Books of the 

Bible, The Anchor Bible Reference Library. N.Y.: Doubleday, 1992. 
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Boadt, L. Reading the Old Testament: An Introduction. New York, N.Y.: 
Paulist Press, 1984. 

Gooder, P. The Pentateuch: A Story of Beginnings. The Continuum Biblical 
Studies Series. London: Continuum, 2000. 

 
 

PENTATEUCH 
C. Mangan MBS 213 
 
This course will undertake a study of the foundational place of the Pentateuch 
(the Torah) in both Judaism and Christianity. Theories of composition will be 
considered as well as prominent topics such as Law (Torah), the 
understanding of God and the Feasts of Israel. A detailed study of selected 
texts will be undertaken. 
 
Collins, J.J. A Short Introduction to the Hebrew Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress, 

2007, 15-93. 
Ska, J.-L. Introduction to Reading the Pentateuch. Lake Winona: 

Eisenbrauns, 2006. 
Van Seters, J. The Pentateuch: A Social-Science Commentary. Sheffield: 

Academic Press, 1999. 
Whybray, R.N. The Making of the Pentateuch. JSOT Supplement, 53. 

Sheffield: 1987. 
 
 

PERSONAL PRAYER: THEORY AND PRACTICE 
E. Houlahan CTE201 
 
This module will introduce the participants to the theory and practice of 
personal prayer. It will cover such topics as how one’s spirituality affects our 
prayer; the practicalities of praying: place, time, growth and transformation; 
and the roles of guidance and discernment. Reference will be made to the 
different models of prayer and to the Spiritual Exercises. 
 
 

PERSONAL SUPERVISION AND CLIENT 

SUPERVISION 
G. Holton Practical - MSUP 
 
The aim of this component is to orient the participants before undertaking the 
experience of supervising clients.  Its objectives are to outline the criteria and 
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process of contracting with a client; to describe the nature of the supervisory 
encounter; and to discuss ethical issues in relation to confidentiality, 
terminating with a supervisee and appointments.  Students will be required to 
keep a journal of their learning about supervision through their personal 
engagement. 
 
Bolton, G. Reflective Practice: Writing and professional development. 

London: Paul Chapman Publishing, 2001. 
Moon, J. Reflection in Learning and Professional Development: Theory and 

Practice. Abingdon: Routledge Falmer, 1999. 
 
 

PHILOSOPHY AND THE GOD QUESTION 
W. Callanan DTE211 
 
Natural Theology – the assertion that God’s existence and attributes can be 
known through Reason – goes back to early Greek Philosophy and is also found 
in the wisdom of the East.  It continues to have its advocates today, most 
notably within Catholicism.  Opponents of this position would argue for the 
philosophical impossibility of knowing a transcendent God, arguing that the 
existence of evil, and the superiority of the scientific world view, makes God’s 
existence problematic.  The course will explore both sides of the argument. 
 
Davis, B. An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion, Oxford: OUP, 1993. 
John Paul II. The Encyclical Faith and Reason (any edition), 1998. 
Kung, H. Does God Exist? London: Collins Fount Paperback, 1980. 
Vardy, P. The Puzzle of God. London: Collins Fount Paperback, 1999. 
 
 

PRAYER FORMS  
M. O’Sullivan et al.  MACS32 
 
The aim of this module will be to familiarise candidates with a variety of 
methods and forms of prayer in the Christian tradition. Through theory, 
practice, reading and reflection on experience candidates will be learning 
reflective skills needed to explore and understand the inner world of the 
human relationship with God and its relationship with being human together. 
 
Jantzen, G. M. Power, Gender and Christian Mysticism. New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 1995. 
Johnston, W. Being in Love: The Practice of Christian Prayer. London: 

Collins, 1988. 
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McAfee Brown, R. Spirituality and Liberation: Overcoming the Great 

Fallacy. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1988. 
Oliva, M. Free to Pray, Free to Love: Growing in Prayer and Compassion. 

Dublin: Veritas, 1994. 
Ulanov, A. & B. Primary Speech: A Psychology of Prayer. Louisville & 

London: Westminster John Knox Press, 1982. 
 
 

PROGRAMME/GROUP INTEGRATION AND 

JOURNAL 
A.M. Dixon BTSP 314 / MACS31 
 
A principle of Integrated learning operates as a central dynamic within the 
structure of the Master’s Programme. The tools of integration are learning 
journals, academic conversation in triads, plenary integration sessions and 
final integration interview: 
� A series of 5 learning journals each focusing on the current learning 

internalized from lecture materials, training sessions and personal 
reading. The journals are submitted to the Integration Coordinator at 
dates arranged from the beginning of the academic year.  

� A Final 6th Journal integrates and reflects on the material from the 
previous five journals. The central themes explored become part of the 
material submitted for the Final Integration Interview.  

� A Final Interview is held with at least two staff members present, one of 
whom has monitored the students’ journals throughout the year. The 
purpose of this interview is to ascertain the degree to which integrated 
learning has occurred.  

� Triads: Learning triads are formed to develop academic conversation 
which provides opportunities for adults to share and learn from one 
another to facilitate the ongoing integration dynamic of the Programme. 

 
Carroll M. Journal Writing as a Learning and Research Tool in the Adult 

Classroom. TESOL, Journal 4, No 1.1994. 
Moon, J. Learning Journals. A handbook for academics, students and 

professional development. London: Kogan Page, 1999. 
Van der Ven, J. Education for Reflective Ministry. Louvain: Peeters Press, 

1998. 
Woodward, J. & S. Pattison. The Blackwell Reader in Pastoral and Practical 

Theology. London: Blackwell Publishing Ltd., 2000. 
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PROGRAMME INTEGRATION  
A.M. Dixon MACS42 
 
A principle of Integrated Learning operates as a central dynamic within the 
structure of the Masters Programme. The tools of integration used are 
learning journals, academic conversations in triads and final integration 
interview: 
� A series of 3 journals for MCSA students where each journal focuses on 

the current learning internalized from lecture materials, training sessions 
and personal reading and thesis work. The journals are submitted to the 
Coordinator of Integration at dates determined from the beginning of the 
academic year.  

� A Final 4th Journal integrates and reflects on the material from the first 
five journals. The central themes explored form part of the material for 
the Final Integration Interview.  

� A Final Interview is held with at least two staff members, one of whom 
has held the students’ journals over the year. One of the outcomes of this 
interview is to ascertain the degree to which integrated learning has 
taken place.  

� Learning triads are used to facilitate on going sharing and integration 
of ideas and assist adult learners by means of academic conversations. 

 
[Reading list: See previous entry for BTSP 314] 
 
 

PROPHETS 
A. O’Leary BTE 1/223 
 
The phenomenon of prophecy in its ancient setting will be introduced.  
Associated literary issues will be broached. The kernel of the module will 
consist of the theology of the prophets viewed against the historical 
circumstances together with the development of this current of thought over 
the centuries. 
 
Blenkinsopp, J. A History of Prophecy in Israel.  2nd ed.  Louisville: WJK, 

1996. 
Koch, K. The Prophets.  2 Volumes.  London: S.C.M., 1984. 
Petersen, D. The Prophets, an introduction.  Louisville: WJK, 2002. 
Rofe, A. Understanding the Prophetic Literature. Sheffield: Sheffield 

Academic Press, 1997. 
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PSYCHOLOGY AND CHRISTIAN MINISTRY  
W. Callanan  DTE273 
 
This course covers such topics as: What scientific status has the Psychology of 
Religion? What can Developmental Psychology tell us about how Religion is 
acquired by the individual? What can Psychology tell us about the effects of 
religious belief on: (a) the behaviour of individuals; (b) their happiness and 
mental health; (c) their personality? Is there a correlation between Religious 
Practice and Social, Ethnic, Gender and Educational factors?  
 
Batson, D., et al. eds. Religion and the Individual. Oxford: OUP, 1993. 
Beit-Hallahmi, B., and M. Argyle. The Psychology of Religious Behaviour, 

Belief & Experience. London & New York: Routledge, 1997. 
Fuller, A. Psychology and Religion. Littlefield: Adams, 1994. 
Watts, F., R. Nye, and S. Savage. Psychology for Christian Ministry. 

London: Routledge, 2002. 
 

R 
 

RECONCILIATION 
D. Marmion BTE 1/235 
 
This module explores the changing understandings of reconciliation, 
forgiveness and guilt from a Christian perspective.  A particular focus will be 
the importance of reconciliation today and its links with the sacrament of 
penance.  The module will combine lectures with group discussion of specific 
articles. 
 
Marmion, D. “The ‘Unloved Sacrament:’ The Demise of the Sacramentum 

Paenitentiae”. Milltown Studies 43 (1999), 40-62. 
Moucarry, C. The Search for Forgiveness: Pardon and Punishment in Islam 

and Christianity. Downer’s Grove, Illinois: Inter- Varsity Press, 
2004. 

Schreiter, R. The Ministry of Reconciliation: Spirituality and Strategies. 

Maryknoll: Orbis, 1998. 
Upton, J. A Time for Embracing: Reclaiming Reconciliation. Minneapolis: 

Liturgical Press,1999. 
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE AND GOD 
J. Corkery DTE 235 
 
God is encountered in human experience; and this module is an exploration of 
the drama of that encounter.  Different understandings of religious experience 
will be considered and various thematizations of the divine mystery will be 
investigated.  Special attention will be paid to God’s self-communication in the 
history of Israel and in the person of Jesus Christ. 
 
Armstrong, K.  The Case for God. New York: Alfred J. Knopf, 2009. 
Gelpi, D.L. The Turn to Experience in Contemporary Theology.  New 

York/Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1994. 
Ogden, C. God: A Beginner’s Guide.  London: Hodder & Stoughton, 2000. 
Ward, K. God: A Guide for the Perplexed.  Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 

2002. 
 
 

RESEARCH COLLOQUIUM 
M. O’Sullivan MACS52 
 
The aim of the Research Colloquium is to enable students to develop an 
ability to present their work in progress on their research project, and to elicit, 
and respond to, peer feedback. The presentation will attend to the identity of 
the work as a research project in spirituality, the methodology, a review of 
relevant literature, ethical issues that arise as a result of researching a 
phenomenon involving human persons, and the emerging findings of the 
project. 
 
 

RESEARCH PROJECT  
M. O’Sullivan et al.  MACS53 
 
The aim of the research project is to enable the candidate come to academic 
maturity in some area of spirituality and to develop and express skills 
required by a research practitioner. The project is a work of 15,000 words. It 
is done under supervision. At the beginning of the academic year, and by 
means of personal interviews with the Research Co-ordinator, an attempt is 
made to assess the suitability of proposed research topics and to determine 
individual research needs. In this way it becomes possible to match each 
candidate and his/her project with a supervisor. The use of interviews, focus 
groups, participant observation or other methods of research which enable 
students to gather data regarding spirituality is encouraged. The candidate is 
expected to make provision for ethical issues involved in the research. She/he 
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is also expected to adopt the conventions, language and style acceptable to 
scholarly reviews. 
 
Silvermann, D. Doing Qualitative Research: A Practical Handbook. London: 

Sage, 2000. 
Swinton, J., and H. Mowatt. Practical Theology and Qualitative Research: A 

Practical Handbook. London: Sage, 2006. 
Turabian, K.L. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and 

Dissertations. 7th ed. Revised by Wayne C. Booth, et al. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2007. 

Waaijman, K. Spirituality: Forms, Foundations, Methods. Leuven: Peeters, 
2002. 

 
 

RESEARCH PROJECT (BA EVENING) 
D. Marmion  BTE271 
 
This is a mini-thesis of around 6,000 words on a theme chosen by final level 
students in the Honours BA programme in Theology. The theme is chosen 
after consultation with the director of the project and is normally related to 
one or more of the modules taken during the two levels of the programme. 
 
 

RESEARCH SKILLS 
M. O’Sullivan MACS51 
 
In the week-long summer school prior to entering the programme candidates 
for the MA will have learned about research methods for the purpose of 
conceiving, designing, developing, carrying out and writing up a research 
project in spirituality. The aim of this module is to add to the skills base of 
the candidates in their development as research-practitioners. 
 
 

RESEARCHING SPIRITUALITY 
M. O’Sullivan / B. Flanagan / T. Whitaker MACS11 
 
In this week-long progression summer school candidates for the MA will 
learn about research methods for the purpose of conceiving, designing, 
developing, carrying out and writing up a research project in spirituality. 
 
Frohlich, M. “Critical Interiority.” Spiritus: A Journal of Christian 

Spirituality 7 (2007): 77-81. 
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Ruffing, J. “The World Transfigured: Kataphatic Religious Experience 
Explored through Qualitative Research Methodology.” Studies in 

Spirituality 5 (1995): 232-259. 
Silvermann, D. Doing Qualitative Research: A Practical Handbook. London: 

Sage, 2000. 
Swinton, J., and H. Mowat. Practical Theology and Qualitative Research. 

London: SCM, 2006. 
Waaijman, K. Spirituality: Form, Foundations, Methods. Leuven: Peeters, 

2002 

S 
 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION 
B. Toal CTE 214 
 
In the Sacraments of Christian Initiation we are joined to Christ’s death and 
resurrection.  This module will explore our entry into the Christian way of 
life.  It will look at how we celebrate, through symbol and word, our new life 
in the risen Christ. 
 
Drumm, M. Passage to Pasch, Dublin: The Columba Press, 1998. 
 

SALVATION IN PAUL 
K. O’Mahony MBS214 
 
Today the Christian church is at a critical juncture, especially with regard to 
christology and soteriology. How do we understand and live today the 
mystery of what God did for us in the death and resurrection of his Messiah? 
At the centre of Paul's teaching stands this very paschal mystery, the 
crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus. The course will explore why 
Easter is so central to his theology, while at the same time exploring the 
various models of salvation found in the Pauline corpus. A constant focus 
will be on how we can express the richness of Paul's theology in such a way 
as to meet contemporary needs. 
 
Campbell, W.S. Paul and the Creation of Christian Identity. London: T&T 

Clark, 2006. 
Hays , R.B. The Conversion of Imagination. Paul as Interpreter of Israel’s 

Scripture. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005. 
O’Mahony, K.J. Do We Still Need St Paul? A Contemporary Reading of the 

Apostle. Dublin: Veritas, 2009. 
Wright, N.T. The Climax of the Covenant. Christ and the Law in Pauline 

Theology. London: T&T Clark, 1991/2003. 
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SCRIPTURE IN OUR CHRISTIAN LIVES 
S. Goan CTEW5/11 
 

These sessions will offer various approaches which the Christian community 
has explored as the Word of God is actualised in its midst.  Both communal 
and individual contexts as well as liturgical and personal ambients will be in 
perspective. 
 
 

SEXUALITY AND HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS 
S. Mulligan DTE245 
 
This course reflects on the relational character of the human person. It considers 
the observation that the ‘human person’ is always ‘person-in-relation’ (Joseph 
Selling). The course explores specific areas of human sexuality including 
marriage, homosexuality, bisexuality, auto-sexuality, divorce, contraception, 
chastity, and pornography. It entails careful analysis of biblical and magisterial 
texts as well as necessary dialogue with the human sciences. An essential 
reference point in this course is the unique dignity of the human person. 
 
Coleman, G.D. Human Sexuality: An All-Embracing Gift.  New York: Alba 

House, 1997. 
Hoose, B., (ed.). Christian Ethics: An Introduction.  London: Cassell, 1998. 
Pinckaers, S. The Sources of Christian Ethics.  Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1995. 
Smith, D. Life and Morality: Contemporary Medico-Moral Issues.  Dublin: Gill 

and Macmillan, 1996. 
 
 

SEXUALITY, GENDER, AND JUSTICE 
S. Mulligan PG 104 
 
Students taking this postgraduate reading course will explore the relationship 
between sexuality, gender and justice with reference to two key areas: the 
global HIV/AIDS pandemic and human trafficking and the sex industry. The 
Catholic Church’s teaching on sexuality will provide the background for 
discussion, and participants will consider how that teaching can best respond 
to the injustices of HIV and trafficking. The work of leading theologians in 
this field will be consulted, and students will be expected to participate in 
group discussions and class presentations.  
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Farley, M.A. Just Love: A Framework for Christian Sexual Ethics. New 
York: Continuum 2006. 

Iozzio, M.J. (ed.). Calling for Justice Throughout The World: Catholic 

Women Theologians on the HIV/AIDS Pandemic. New York: 
Continuum, 2008. 

Kelly, K. New Directions in Sexual Ethics. London: Geoffrey Chapman, 
1998. 

 
 

SOCIAL ETHICS AND THE COMMON GOOD 
S. Mulligan PG 204 
 
Reference to the common good is becoming an increasing feature of political 
and economic discourse today. The concept has been a long-standing feature 
of the social teaching of the Catholic Church. What is the appeal of the idea 
for public discourse? And is it of any practical relevance today? In this 
seminar students will investigate the notion of a common good in Catholic 
teaching and in the work of some modern theologians and social 
philosophers, and assess its contribution to contemporary social and 
economic debate. 
 
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. Choosing the Common Good 

Alive Publications, 2010. 
Gutmann, A. Identity in Democracy. Princeton University NJ: Princeton 

University Press, 2002. 
Hollenbach, D. The Common Good and Christian Ethics. Cambridge: CUP, 

2002. 
Irish Bishops’ Conference., Towards the Global Common Good. Dublin: 

Veritas Publications, 2005. 
Riordan, P. A Grammar of the Common Good. New York: Continuum, 2008. 
 
 

SPIRITUAL ACCOMPANIMENT  
R. O’Connor  BTSP 312 
 
The aim of this module is to introduce candidates to the theory and practice 
of mentoring/accompanying others on their spiritual journey. Foundations 
will be laid through scriptural, theological and psychological input and 
reflection, and these will be linked with a skills-based practicum. Reading of 
selected articles will be required throughout the module. 
Bakke, J.A. Holy Invitations: Exploring Spiritual Direction. Grand Rapids, 

MI: Baker Books, 2000. 
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Barry, W., and W. Connolly. The Practice of Spiritual Direction. New York: 
Seabury Press, 1982. 

Edwards, T. Spiritual Director: Spiritual Companion. New York: Paulist 
Press, 2001.  

Guenther, M. Holy Listening: The Art of Spiritual Direction. Boston, MA: 
Cowley Press, 1992. 

Mogabgab, J.S, (ed.). Communion, Community, Commonweal: Readings on 

Spiritual Leadership. Nashville: Upper Room Books, 1995. 
 
 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION AND JOURNAL 
R. O’Connor  BTSP 313 
 
The aim of this component is to orient the participants before undertaking the 
experience of personal spiritual direction.  Its objectives are to outline the 
criteria and process of selecting a spiritual director; to describe the nature of 
the spiritual direction encounter; and to discuss ethical issues in relation to 
confidentiality, changing directors and appointments.  Candidates will be 
required to keep a journal of their learning about spiritual direction through 
their personal engagement in the process. 
 
Conroy, M. Growing in Love and Freedom. Denville, New Jersey: 

Dimension Books, 1987. 
 
 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION PROCESS AND APPLIED 

SKILLS 
Panel Interview  BTSP 315 
 
The panel will consist of staff persons involved in the delivery of the spiritual 
direction and applied skills modules.  The aim of the interview is to examine 
further the learning acquired and appropriated by the candidates during the 
counselling and spiritual mentoring modules, and the spiritual direction 
process. 
 
 
 

SPIRITUALITY OF CARE 
D. Robinson BTSP 333 / CSE 47 
 
This course will look at the primacy of care for the development and 
maintenance of authentic human and spiritual life. Some of the topics 
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addressed are: the instinct to care, the nature of genuine care, inauthentic 
forms of care, how women and men express care, the reasons why we stop 
caring, and the need for a commitment to care in order to continue caring. 
From the spirituality perspective this course will look at God as the model 
and heart of the Christian understanding of care, and therefore the goal of 
care from a Christian perspective to care as God cares, to care as we are cared 
for! 
 
Boff, L. Essential Care: An Ethics of Human Nature. Baylon Uni. Press    
            2008. 
Buber, M. I and Thou. (trans. Walter Kaufmann). Edinburgh: T&T Clark,     
            1970. 
Mayeroff, M. On Caring. London: Harper/Collins, 1971. 
 
 

SPIRITUALITY OF THE LAITY 
B. Toal  BTE 161 
 
“As we call everyone ‘Christians’ in virtue of a mystical anointing, so we call 
everyone ‘priests’ because all are members of only one priesthood” (St 
Augustine). With these words as the guiding vision, a more apt title for this 
module might be ‘A Theology of a Priestly People’. The module will begin 
with a consideration of the term ‘laity’, both popular understanding and 
Church teaching. Pertinent documents of the Magisterium will be consulted 
in an attempt to explore the changing face of the Church vis-à-vis those 
termed the ‘laity’. Particular reference shall be made to the place of lay 
persons in Church governance. In an attempt to expand our imagination 
beyond personal experience some ‘lay’ movements, both past and present, 
shall be critiqued to evaluate their possible contribution to a global Church 
beginning its pilgrimage through the third millennium. The changed vision of 
ministry necessitated by a Church where ‘there is neither priest nor lay 
person, woman or man, but where all are one in Christ Jesus’ (Gal 3:28) shall 
guide our thoughts throughout the module. In an attempt to make real a 
vision of ‘Church’ as an active community of disciples of Christ it is 
envisaged that classroom discussion will form an important part of the 
module. 
Doohan, L. The Lay-Centred Church.  Minneapolis: Wonston Press, 1984. 
John Paul II.  Christifideles Laici. London: CTS, 1988. 
Lakeland, P. The Liberation of the Laity: In Search of an Accountable 

Church.  New York & London: Continuum, 2003. 
Osborne, K.B. Ministry: Lay Ministry in the Roman Catholic Church, 

Its History and Theology.  Mahwah, New York: Paulist Press, 
1993. 
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SPIRITUALITY, SOCIAL CONCERN AND GENDER  
M. O’Sullivan MACS22 / MCS22 
 
What can Christian spirituality offer in the face of social and gender 
oppression? The Marxist critique of Christianity and a trajectory in the 
Christian tradition suggest that such spirituality is a negative and even 
destructive force for the world. Is authentic Christian spirituality a friend or a 
foe for those concerned about the economically poor, the politically 
repressed, and violence against women? Is authentic Christian spirituality 
itself in need of liberation? This module will examine these issues. It will 
also treat issues concerning how spirituality scholars and practitioners are to 
study such questions in the framework of their academic discipline and in the 
academic classroom. 
 
Guttiérrez, G. We Drink From Our Own Wells. Maryknoll, New York: Orbis 

& Blackburn, Victoria: Dove, 1984. 
Nolan, A. Jesus Today: A Spirituality of Radical Freedom. Maryknoll, New 

York: Orbis Books, 2008. 
O’Sullivan, M. ‘Male’ Violence against Women, and Salvation in Jesus 

Christ.  Dublin, 2005, unpub. PhD thesis. 
Ruffing, J. K., ed. Mysticism and Social Transformation. New York: 

Syracuse University Press, 2001. 
Sobrino, J. Spirituality of Liberation: Toward Political Holiness. Maryknoll, 

NY: Orbis Books, 1988. English language edition. 
 
 
 

ST. AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO  
F. Clancy CTEW7 
 
St. Augustine of Hippo ranks as one of the most important influences in the 
history of the Church and its theological and spiritual traditions. This course 
will look at the details of his life, with particular reference to the account of 
his conversion as described in his Confessions. Augustine’s growing 
relationship with the scriptures, his portrait of Christ, and his teaching on 
prayer will also be explored. 
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SUPERVISORY PROCESS: INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP 
Various  MSUP23 
 
This module will be particularly concerned with helping participants develop 
a competence in the practical skills of supervisory practice. The themes 
central to this module are identifying the tasks of supervision, understanding 
the interaction of the roles and boundaries within the supervisory dynamic 
and recognising parallel processes in supervision. The following themes will 
be explored: 
� Identifying the tasks of supervision 
� Understanding the interaction of roles and boundaries within the 

supervisory dynamic (professional, religious, spiritual) 
� Recognising parallel process in its various forms 
 
Anderson, R.S. The Shape of Practical Theology: Empowering Ministry with 

Theological Praxis, Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001. 
Haynes, R., G. Corey, and P. Moulton. Clinical Supervision in the Helping 

Professions: A Practical Guide.  Florence, KY: Wadsworth 
Publishing, 2002. 

Powell, D., and A. Brodsky. Clinical Supervision in Alcohol and Drug Abuse 

Counselling: Principles, Models and Methods. San Francisco: Jossey-
Bass, 2004. 

Proctor, B. Group Supervision: A Guide to Creative Practice. London: Sage, 
2000. 

 
 

SYNOPTIC PASSION NARRATIVES 
A. O’Leary MBS 212 
 
Each evangelist presents the events of Jesus’ Passion in the light of a 
particular theological perspective.  This exegetical course examines selected 
segments of the Narrative (in Greek, if this is accessible to the students) with 
a view to developing the student’s sensitivity to redaction criticism and 
fostering awareness of the influence of the Hebrew scriptures in formulating 
the Gospel narrative. 
 
Brown, R.E.  The Death of the Messiah,  New York:  Doubleday 1994.  
Doble, P. The Paradox of Salvation: Luke's Theology of the Cross (Society 

for New Testament Studies Monograph) Cambridge, CUP,  1995. 
Donahue, J.R. Are You the Christ?  Atlanta: SBL Dissertation Series, 1973. 
Moyise, S. & M. Menken.  Early Christianity and the Psalms of Israel (New 

Testament and the Scriptures of Israel),   London: Continuum 2004 
 



 

 
 

117

T 
 

THEMES IN TWENTIETH CENTURY GERMAN 

THEOLOGY 
G. Thiessen PG 102 
 
This module will introduce and reflect on some important authors and themes in 
modern German theology.  Theologians to be included:  Karl Barth – revelation; 
Jürgen Moltmann – theology of the cross, theology of hope;  Dorothee Sölle – 
political theology, theology and mysticism; Eberhard Jüngel – theology of God; 
Johann Baptist Metz – political theology; Paul Tillich/Horst Schwebel – theology in 
culture and art, and other theologians suggested by course participants. 
 
Barth, K. God in Action, Theological Addresses.  Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1937 

and other writings. 
Jüngel, E. God as the Mystery of the World. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1983. 
Metz, J.B., and J. Moltmann. Faith and the Future: Essays on Theology, Solidarity 

and Modernity, F. Schuessler (ed.). Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1995. 
Moltmann, J. Theology of Hope.  London:  SCM, 1968. 
Pannenberg, W. Basic Questions in Theology: Collected Essays, (3 vols.).  London:  

SCM, 1970, 1971, 1973. 
Thiessen, G. Theological Aesthetics – A Reader. London: SCM / Grand Rapids, 

MI.: Eerdmans, 2004. 
Tillich, P.  Main Works, (ed.), vol. 2. Berlin, New York: De Gruyter Evangelisches 

Verlagswerk, 1990. 
 
 

THEOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY: PERSONHOOD, 
GRACE, TRANSFORMATION 
J. Corkery BTSP 304 
 
Theological anthropology explores human existence as enfolded by the 
gracious, freely-bestowed, forgiving and transforming love of God.  It offers 
perspectives on God’s dealings with humanity and on humanity’s growth and 
fulfilment.  The Christian anthropological perspective, illumined by the story 
of what God has done in the history of Israel and in the person of Jesus 
Christ, presents a vision of humanity as created, redeemed and made holy 
through a relationship with God in Christ and in the Spirit that is not only 
healing, but is also transformative.  This relationship, this ‘life in the Spirit’ – 
called grace in the theological tradition – is the hallmark of Christianity’s 
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understanding of the person and is therefore carefully investigated in this 
course as a foundation for the study of spirituality.  Emphasis placed on 
writers such as Anne Carr, Elizabeth Johnson and Lisa Sowle Cahill ensure 
that feminist approaches are central to the presentation of anthropological 
material.  
 
Duffy, S.J. The Graced Horizon: Nature and Grace in Modern Catholic 

Thought. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1992. 
Gaillardetz, R.R. Transforming Our Days: Spirituality, Community and 

Liturgy in a Technological Culture. New York: The Crossroad 
Publishing Company, 2000. 

O’Donnell, J.J. Karl Rahner: Life in the Spirit. Rome: Gregorian University 
Press, 2004. 

O’Hara Graff, A. (ed.) In the Embrace of God: Feminist Approaches to 

Theological Anthropology. Maryknoll, New York: Orbis, 1996. 
Sheldrake, P. Spirituality and Theology: Christian Living and the Doctrine of 

God. London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 1998. 
 
 

 
THEOLOGICAL METHODS IN HISTORY 
J. Corkery PG 01A  
 
In this module we will review the development of theological method 
through the history of theology.  We will start with the transition from 
Hebrew to Hellenistic categories and follow the development of Western 
theology with Augustine, Anselm and Aquinas to its confrontation with 
modern scientific inquiry in the Enlightenment. 
 
Di Berardino, A. and B. Studer (eds.). History of Theology.  Vol. 1: The 

Patristic Period.  Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1996. 
Congar, Y. A History of Theology.  New York: Doubleday, 1986. 
Pelikan, J. The Christian Tradition. 5 Vols.  Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press, 1971. 
Schüssler, F.F. “Systematic Theology: Tasks and Methods” in F. F. Schüssler 

and J.P.Galvin, J.P (eds.) Systematic Theology: Roman Catholic 

Perspectives.  Dublin: Gill and Macmillan, 1992, 1-87. 
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THEOLOGY AND SOCIAL ANALYSIS 
J. Vassallo  DTE 261 
 
This course will offer a critical analysis from a structural and theological 
perspective of a social and pastoral issue in contemporary Irish society, i.e. 
suicide.  It will also provide an introduction into suitable research methods to 
carry out research into social and pastoral issues. 
 
Blaxter, L., and C. Hughes. How to Research. Buckingham; Open University 

Press, 1996. 
Gill, R., (ed.). Theology and Sociology.  London: Cassell, 1996. 
Morrison, K. Marx, Durkheim, Weber: Formations of Modern Social 

Thought.  London: Sage, 1995.  
 
 

THEOLOGY OF JOSEPH RATZINGER 
J. Corkery PG202 
 
The aim of this course is to familiarise students with the distinctive manner in which 
Joseph Ratzinger does theology.  Three things will be attempted: (1) to gain an 
overview of his 50-year theological output; (2) to explore, in a critically-reflective 
way, some of the main issues that have preoccupied him  (the human person, the 
theology of social and political life, ecclesiological matters, relativism and Europe); 
and (3) to attempt to discern, from his theological past, the likely theological 
emphases of his final years, in which he is now Universal Pastor. 
 
Corkery, J. The Theological Ideas of Joseph Ratzinger: Wise Cautions and 

Legitimate Hopes. Dublin: Dominican Publications / Mahwah, NJ: 
Paulist Press, 2009. 

Ratzinger, J. Introduction to Christianity. New York: Seabury, 1969. 
Ratzinger. J. Principles of Catholic Theology. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1987. 
Ratzinger, J. Church, Ecumenism and Politics. New York: Crossroads, 1988. 
Ratzinger, J. Europe: Today and Tomorrow. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2007. 
 
 
 

THEOLOGY OF MARRIAGE 
P. Mullins BD 324 / BTE 1/237 
 
How was marriage understood and lived during the period of the Old 
Testament? How did Jesus understand it? How did marriage come to be 
recognised as one of the seven sacraments? This module explores the 
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meaning and contemporary reality of the sacrament of marriage in the light of 
Scripture and of both traditional and contemporary theology and pastoral 
practice. 
  
Boyot, J.P.  How to Understand Marriage. London: SCM Press, 1987.  
Lawler, M.G. Marriage and Sacrament: A Theology of Christian Marriage. 

Collegeville. Minnesota: The Liturgical Press, 1993.  
Molloy, C. Marriage: Theology and Reality. London: Columba – Toronto: 

Novalis, 1996.  
Schillebeeckx, E. Marriage: Human Reality and Saving Mystery. 2 Vols. 

New York - London: Sheed and Ward, 1965. 
 
 

THEOLOGY OF MATTHEW 
A. O’Leary DTE223a 
 
This course will explore the background of the Gospel and try to determine 
the purpose of Evangelist by an analysis of the structure and literary 
development of the text. 
 
Harrington, D. The Gospel of Matthew. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 

(Hardback 1992), Paperback 2008. 
Kingsbury, J.D. Matthew: Proclamation Commentary. Philadelphia: Fortress, 

1979. 
Meier, J. Matthew, New Testament Message, Wilmington: Glazier, 1981 . 
Meier, J. The Vision of Matthew: Christ, Church and Morality in the First 

Gospel. NY: Crossroads, 1991. 
 
 

TRANSFORMATIVE SPIRITUALITY: REFLECTIVE 

PRACTICES  
Ú. Agnew BTSP 301 
 
The call to greater personal wholeness/holiness and to a deeper spiritual identity 
is the dominant theme of this module.  By means of a fundamental 
understanding of the self, the inner journey is explored based on transcendent 
reflection, formative reading and methods of prayer. The dynamics of a Christian 
spiritual life are examined and how transformative events as well as 
transformative crises can be satisfactorily negotiated. Topics include: 
transformative reading of poems and novels,  methods of prayer, the power of 
story, burn-out, recovery from burn-out and the healing of life’s hurts. 
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Muto, S. Approaching the Sacred. Denville. NJ: 1973. 
Peterson, E.H. Eat This Book: A Conversation in the Art of Spiritual Reading. 

Grand Rapids, Michigan/ Cambridge, UK: Eerdmans, 2006. 
Rolheiser, R., The Holy Longing: The Search for A Christian Spirituality. 

London/New York/ Toronto: Doubleday, 1999. 
Sandford, J. Ministry Burn-out. Evesham: Arthur James, 1982. 
van Kaam, A. The Search for Spiritual Identity. Denville, N.J.: Dimension, 

1975.  
 
 

TRINITARIAN DIMENSIONS OF CHRISTIAN LIFE 
F. Clancy  MCS25 
 
The first part of the module will examine the doctrine of the Trinity in the 
light of Scripture, the church’s tradition and the place of the Creed in the 
Christian community.  In the second part the relevance of Trinitarian faith for 
Christian living will be explored in terms of its relationship to the Paschal 
Mystery, ecclesiology, the sacraments, liturgical and personal prayer, the 
individual and society.  The place of the Trinity in the life and spirituality of 
selected saints will also be explored.  The module will make use of the 
insights of artists and poets in appreciating the Trinitarian mystery. 
 
Downey, M. Altogether Gift: A Trinitarian Spirituality. Dublin: Dominican 

Publications, 2000. 
Herron, A.I.C. ed. The Forgotten Trinity. London: BBC/CCBI, 1991. 
LaCugna, C.M. God for Us: The Trinity and Christian Life. New York: 

Harper-Collins, 1991. 
O’Donnell, J.J. The Mystery of the Triune God. London: Sheed & Ward, 

1988. 
 
 

TWENTIETH CENTURY THEOLOGY AND 

VATICAN II 
D. Marmion BTSP 334 / CSE 48 
 
The module will look at the background and legacy of the Council on 
Catholic theology. It will discuss the work of some of the theologians and 
main theological themes that inspired the Council. It will be suggested that 
the Council offered significant insights and challenges that are still relevant 
for Church and society today. 
 
Alberigo, G. A Brief History of Vatican II. New York: Orbis, 2006. 
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O’Malley, J. W. What Happened at Vatican II? Cambridge,     
                     Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 2008. 
Rahner, K. “The Abiding Significance of the Second Vatican Council,” in  

             Theological Investigations Vol. 20, Concern for the Church. 
Trans. Edward Quinn. London: DLT, 1981, 90-102.  

 
 

W 
 

WHAT IS SALVATION? 
B. Grogan CTE 1/213 
 
How do we understand this central Christian belief?  What does it mean to call 
Jesus Christ our Saviour?  Can salvation be experienced in our everyday lives?  
Such basic questions are addressed in this module against the background of 
Scripture and Tradition. 
 
McVerry, P. Jesus: Social Revolutionary?  Dublin: Veritas, 2008. 
O'Collins, G. Jesus Our Redeemer; A Christian Approach to Salvation. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2007. 
Pope Benedict XVI. Spe Salvi - Saved in Hope. Dublin: Veritas, 2008. 
 
 

WHO IS JESUS CHRIST? 
B. Grogan CTE 1/217 
 
The answer given by Christian faith to this question is that Jesus Christ is the 
definitive self-revelation of God.  In this module we shall investigate the 
meaning and implications of this answer. 
 
O'Collins, G.  Jesus: a Portrait, Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2008.  
Ratzinger, J./ Pope Benedict XVI. Jesus of Nazareth. New York: Doubleday, 

2007. 
Rausch, T.P. Who is Jesus?: an Introduction to Christology, Collegeville, 

MN: Liturgical Press, 2003. 
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WHY WORSHIP TOGETHER? 
T. Whelan DTE234 
 
Worship is an activity of the whole church.  It is the place where we celebrate 
and discover who we are.  This module will introduce students to the 
dimensions of Christian worship – a display of the Christian assembly in 
Christian liturgy.  It will explore the principles and nature of liturgy, show how 
the spiritual life of Christians is nourished by liturgical celebration rooted in the 
Jewish-Christian tradition; stress that the human and cultural dimensions of 
worship enable Christians to enjoy “that fully conscious and active participation 
in liturgical celebrations which is demanded by the very nature of the liturgy” 
[Sacrosanctum Concilium art.14]. 
 
Ashwin, A. “Spirituality and Corporate Worship – Separate Worlds or Vitally 

Connected?”, Worship 75 (2001), 106-129. 
Chupungco, A. Handbook on the Liturgy, vols. 1-5, Collegeville, MN.: 

Liturgical Press, 1997. 
Foley, E. From Age to Age: How Christians Celebrated the Eucharist. 

Chicago: Liturgical Training Publications, 1991. 
Gather Faithfully Together. Chicago: Liturgical Training Publications, 1998. 
Cardinal Roger Mahony (Archbishop of Los Angeles). “Gather Faithfully 

Together” (Feast of Our Lady of the Angels, September 4, 1997): 
http://www.la-archdiocese.org/Eucharist/E970904.html#2 [accessed 
11/01/05]  

Uzukwu, E.E. Worship as Body Language: Introduction to Christian Worship – 

An African Orientation., Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical Press, 1997. 
 
 

WORLD CHRISTIANITY TODAY: 
PENTECOSTALISM 
P. Claffey PG 107 
 
The fastest growing form of Christianity, Pentecostalism, has become an 
important area in the study of religions.  A protean phenomenon, it is now 
found in widely varying forms in Asia, Latin America, Africa, and 
increasingly in Europe. “Alleluia, Praise the Lord”, “Power in the name of 
Jesus”, “sign and wonders” “healing and deliverance”, “miracles and seed 
theology”, “the prosperity gospel”. Evangelical prayer breakfasts and Bible 
sharing precede White House policy discussions, they also influence them in 
different ways, some of which give cause for serious concern. Does it have a 
theology or an ideology?  What is it? How do we approach this form of 
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religion?  Why is it apparently so successful?  Is there any possibility for 
dialogue?  This module looks at the reality and the questions it raises.  
 
Brouwer, S., P. Gifford, and  S.D. Rose. Exporting the American Gospel: 

Global Christian Fundamentalism. New York: Routledge, 1996. 
Coleman, S. The Globalisation of Charismatic Christianity. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2000. 
Corten, A. and R. Marshall-Fratani, (eds.). Between Babel and Pentecost: 

Transnational Pentecostalism in Africa and Latin America. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2001. 

Cox, H. Fire from Heaven: The Rise of Pentecostal Spirituality and the 

Reshaping of Religion in the Twenty-First Century. Reading, 
MASS: Perseus, 1995. 

Hollenweger, W.J. The Pentecostals,  London: Hendrickson, 1988.  
Martin, D. Pentecostalism : The World their Parish. Oxford: Blackwell, 

2002. 
Martin, D. Tongues of Fire: The Explosion of Protestantism in Latin 

America. Oxford: Blackwell, 1990. 
 
 

12TH – 14TH CENTURY SPIRITUALITIES 
D. Robinson  MACS21/MCS21 
 
This module will explore some of the major spiritual writers from the 12th to 
14th centuries. It will begin with the early Fathers and trace their influence, 
particularly that of Dionysius, on medieval spirituality. Then this course will 
investigate the contributions from different schools of spirituality, with 
particular emphasis given to Bonaventure, and John Ruusbroec. Students will 
be introduced to both Apophatic and Kataphatic experience of God and the 
foundational inner transformative nature of the spiritual life that is equally 
relevant today as in medieval times. 
 
Cousins, E. (ed.). Bonaventure: The Soul’s Journey into God; The Tree of Life; 

The Life of St. Francis. New York: Paulist Press, 1978. 
Healey, C. Christian Spirituality: An Introduction to a Heritage. New York: 

Alba Press, 1999. 
Hosford, E. Called by a New Name. New York: Paulist Press, 1999. 
Mursell, G. English Spirituality: From Earliest Times to 1700. London: 

Westminster, 2001. 
Peterson, M., ed. Reason and Religious Belief: An Introduction to the 

Philosophy of Religion. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 
Wiseman, J. John Ruusbroec: The Spiritual Espousals and Other Works. New 

York: Paulist Press, 1981. 
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16TH – 17TH CENTURY SPIRITUALITIES 
B. Comerford  MACS24/MCS24 
 
This lecture-based course offers an overview of developments in Christian 
Spirituality in Western Europe during these two centuries.  Starting with the 
continuing influence of the Devotio Moderna and ending with reflections on 
English Puritanism and on the Quakers, major figures considered include 
Erasmus, Luther, Ignatius of Loyola, Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross, 
Pierre de Bérulle, Jean-Pierre de Caussade and Francis de Sales.  The themes 
of conversion, metanoia and discipleship will be highlighted as they occur.  
The continuing relevance of these religious movements and writers will be 
underlined. 
 
Dupré, L., and D.E. Saliers (eds.) Christian Spirituality III: Post-Reformation 

and Modern. New York: Crossroads, 1989. 
Endean, P., and J. Munitiz (eds.). Saint Ignatius of Loyola: Personal 

Writings. London: Penguin Classics, 1996. 
Raitt, J., ed. Christian Spirituality II: High Middle Ages and Reformation. 

New York: Crossroads, 1987. 
Rodriguez, O., and K. Kavanagh, trans. The Collected Works of St. Teresa of 

Avila. 3 vols. Washington DC: ICS Publications, 1997-98. 
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Adult Education Spirituality Diploma (DSM) 
Milltown Institute Programme 2010-2011 

 
Year One  
SD101  What is Spirituality?  A. O’Farrell                                 
SD102  Understanding Spiritual Growth 

 and Development                   D. Robinson                                 
SD103  Spirituality in Contemporary Literature D. Pugh 
SD104  Journaling   W. Mathews  
SDW1  Celtic Spirituality (in Glendalough) M. Rodgers                    
SDW2  Spirituality and Gender  M. Kearney                                 
SDW3  Mid-Life                                  Ú. Agnew 
                 Spiritual Challenges 
SD105  Reflective Practices   B. Comerford 
SD106  Prayer in the Hebrew Bible  G. Ó Floinn 
SDW4  Dancing in Divine Rhythm   B. Purcell 
SD107  The Heart of Listening  A. M. Dixon                               
SD108  Spirituality and Love  B. De Burca                                 
SDW5  Poetry, Lyrics and Spirituality D. Pugh                                 
SD109  Liturgy and Spirituality  L. Tracey                                 
SD110  Creative Spirituality  S. Larkin                                 
SDW6  End of Year Integration / Evaluation A. Ryan                     
                                 
Year Two  
SD201  Soul Searching   A. Muldowney                                 
SD202  Windows on Social Spirituality R. Donovan                                 
SD203  Windows on the Holy  I. Craciun                                 
SD204  Work, Life and Spirituality   G. Heylin                     
SDW7  Celtic Spirituality (in Glendalough)  M. Rodgers 
SDW8  Spirituality and Gender  M. Kearney                                 
SDW9  Mid-Life    Ú. Agnew 
                                Spiritual Challenges 
SD205  Reflective Practices   B. Comerford 
SD206  Prayer in the Hebrew Bible  G. Ó Floinn 
SDW10  Dancing in Divine Rhythm  B. Purcell 
SD207  The Heart of Listening  A. M. Dixon                                 
SD208  Spirituality and Love  B. de Burca                                 
SDW11  Poetry, Lyrics and Spirituality D. Pugh                                 
SD209  Liturgy and Spirituality  L. Tracey                                 
SD210  Creative Spirituality  S. Larkin                                 
SDW12  End of Year Integration / Evaluation A. Ryan                     
       
SDW refers to Saturday Workshops 
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Adult Education Spirituality Diploma (DSM) 
 

 
YEAR ONE 
 

WHAT IS SPIRITUALITY? 
A. O’ Farrell SD101 
 
This course will look at the question "What is Spirituality?" in an exploratory and 
reflective manner. Contemporary definitions of spirituality will be examined. 
Participants will be invited to become consciously aware of how they engage with 
spirituality, both as a concept and as a practice. 
 
 

UNDERSTANDING SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND 

DEVELOPMENT 
D. Robinson SD102 
 
This course will help participants to become aware of what we are called to be as 
people created in the image and likeness of God, and the means to realize this in 
our everyday lives. 
 
 

SPIRITUALITY IN CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE 
D. Pugh SD103 
 
This course will allow students to consider the connections between spirituality 
and literature and to explore the spirituality that may be implicit or explicit in 
selected contemporary novels. 
 
 

JOURNALING 
W. Mathews SD104 
 
This course will introduce and develop a number of writing skills related to using 
a personal spiritual journal on a regular basis.  It will allow the participant to 
develop ways through writing to access and explore their inner world, giving it 
perspective, meaning and context. 
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CELTIC SPIRITUALITY (IN GLENDALOUGH) 
M. Rodgers  SDW1/SDW7 
 
This course will examine a number of themes; sense of place, sense of God in 
everyday life, awareness of the Trinity, the Cross, God in creation, pilgrimage and 
story. A selection of Celtic prayers will be studied throughout the course. 
 
 

SPIRITUALITY AND GENDER 
M. Kearney SDW2/SDW8   
Details available at time of delivery. 
 
 

MID-LIFE SPIRITUAL CHALLENGES 
Ú. Agnew SDW3/SDW9 
 
The ideas of "second journey" and even "third journey" will be examined in the 
light of the personal and spiritual growth of individuals in the second half of life.  
Crisis is acknowledged as both a stumbling block and an opening to explore new 
"frontiers" during one's maturing years. 
 
 

REFLECTIVE PRACTICES 
B. Comerford  SD105/205 
 
Details available at time of delivery. 
 
 

PRAYER IN THE HEBREW BIBLE 
G. Ó Floinn SD106/206 
 
In this course we shall examine a selection of texts, narrative and poetic, including 
the Book of Jonah, cursing psalms and the prophet Amos for their contribution to 
the dynamic of biblical prayer.  We shall consider the portrayal of the God who is 
the object of prayer in such texts as these. 
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DANCING IN DIVINE RHYTHM 
B. Purcell  SDW4 / SDW10 
 
This module is based on the notion of embodied spirituality which provides 
alternative ways of considering patterns of spiritual unfolding.  Using sacred circle 
dance, Bach flower dances and creative movement, participants are given the 
opportunity to get in touch with the divine rhythm in themselves and in the wider 
community.  A stress free environment is created where people can relax together 
and learn together. 
 
 

THE HEART OF LISTENING 
A. M. Dixon SD107/207 
 
One of the most powerful forces in human relationship is the experience of being 
listened to, heard, validated and understood. This module explores the 
transformative healing power of true listening and blocks to listening. We shall 
explore the skills needed to listen emphatically to ourselves and one another, the 
heart of true listening. 
 
 

SPIRITUALITY AND LOVE 
B. de Búrca  SD108/208 
 
What is love? This course will offer a combination of philosophical, spiritual, 
poetic and psychological texts to explore the nature and universal laws of love. 
The Pope’s inaugural encyclical “God is Love” will be examined in the light of its 
insights into agapic and erotic love. 
 
 

POETRY, LYRICS AND SPIRITUALITY 
D. Pugh SDW5 / SDW11 
 
This module will explore links between Poetry, Lyrics and Spirituality.  The 
potential for transformation through the experience of the living written word will 
be explored in a collaborative, experiential way. 
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LITURGY & SPIRITUALITY 
L. Tracey  SD109/209 
 
The course will explore liturgical time, showing that individual spiritual life 
stands in vital relationship to the communal spiritual life displayed in liturgy. 
 
 

CREATIVE SPIRITUALITY 
S. Larkin  SD110/210 
 
These four sessions hope to bring home to those taking part the relevance of 
instruments of verbal, visual and tactile arts in deepening our spiritual experience.  
As far as circumstances allow there will be opportunity to try out different 
possibilities.  No previous skills are expected. 
 
 

END OF YEAR EVALUATION/INTEGRATION 
A. Ryan  SDW6/SDW12 
 
The aim of the workshop will be to identify the impact the course has had on the 
individual lives of the participants.  Part of the process will involve self-
assessment.  We will look at how the learning can be transferred to other 
environments.  A ritual will mark the end of the year. 
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YEAR TWO 
 
SOUL SEARCHING 
A. Muldowney  SD201 
 
The aim of this component is to introduce participants to ways of connecting with 
and exploring the experiences and questions that confront them on life’s journey. 
Starting with their own experience, this component will offer participants the 
opportunity to reflect on their own soul searching 
 
 

WINDOWS ON SOCIAL SPIRITUALITY 
R. Donovan SD202 
 
Ireland at the moment is a very difficult place for many people to live in.  It is 
dangerous to remember a Jesus who died upholding the dignity of every human 
being as a child of God. A Christian cannot remain indifferent to the suffering and 
problems of others.  This module will explore the spirituality and work of some of 
those who are responding and creating a more inclusive Ireland. 
 

 

WINDOWS ON THE HOLY 
I. Craciun  SD203 
 
The Eastern Fathers understand Spirituality as personal communion with the 
Father, through the Logos Christ, in the Holy Spirit – an experience lived in a state 
of prayer. This course will explore the real possibility of such mystical union with 
God as being expressed in the transfigured reality mirrored in Sacred 
Iconography. 
 
 

WORK, LIFE AND SPIRITUALITY 
G. Heylin  SD204 
 
Paid employment is central to the lives of so many people.  How do retired 
people, full-time home-makers and those not employed, make sense of work?  
Where is the spirituality and/or meaning to be found?  These and many other 
aspects of work, life and spirituality will be explored. 
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Adult Education Diploma in Carmelite Studies 

(Online) 
Carmelite Institute of Britain and Ireland, 

Gort Muire, Ballinteer, Dublin 16 
 
The Carmelite Institute of Britain and Ireland offers a distance learning / online 
programme in Carmelite Studies at level 5. This adult education diploma is 
accredited by the Ecclesiastical Faculty of the Milltown Institute. Each module 
(e.g. 1A, 1B etc.) runs over a half-semester. Further information, and further 
details on the modules listed below, is available on the website http://www.cibi.ie 
or from the Administrator (Frank O’Neill), CIBI, Gort Muire, Ballinteer, Dublin 
16, Telephone No 00353 1 298 7706 
 
Block 1. Foundational Elements 
 
1A1  Who Are the Carmelites?  Thomas Curran OCD 
1B1  The Rule of Saint Albert   Joseph Mothersill OCarm 
1C1  Elijah in the Carmelite Tradition  Mícheál Ó Néill OCarm 
1D1  Mary in the Carmelite Tradition   Christopher O'Donnell OCarm 
 
Block 2. Carmelite Spirituality 
 
2A1  What is Spirituality?  Thomas Jordan OP 
2B1  The Carmelite School of Spirituality: Wilfrid McGreal OCarm 
 An OCarm Perspective.    
2B2     The Carmelite School of Spirituality:   Philip Nelson OCDS 
            A Teresian Perspective and Heather Ward OCDS 
2C1     Scripture in the Carmelite Tradition  Thomas Stone OCD 
2D1     Prayer in Carmelite Tradition:                               Mary of St Joseph    OCD 
            An Introduction                                                      Mary of St Philip    OCD 

2D2     Living in God’s Presence                                   Sr Miriam of Jesus      OCD 
 
Block 3. Carmel in the Wider Church 
 
3A1 Mme Acarie (Bl Mary of the Incarnation): 
  – wife, mother, mystic, Carmelite nun  Heather Ward OCDS  
3B2  Formation in Carmel -  Heather Ward OCDS 
  Sr Mary of St John OCD 
  Liam Finnerty OCD 
  Joseph Mothersill OCarm  
3D1 Carmel and Inter-Faith Dialogue Sylvia Lucas TOC  
3D2 Psychology and Carmelite Spirituality for Today  Julienne McLean 
  Peter Tyler 
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Block 4. Development and Reform 
 
4C1  Saint Teresa of Avila Sr Mary of the Incarnation OCD 
4D1  The Teresian Reform  Sean Conlon OCD 
 
Block 5. Figures of Inspiration 
 
5B1  Blessed John Soreth Frank McAleese OCarm 
5C1  John of Saint Samson  Johann Bergström-Allen TOC 

5C2  Raphael Kalinowski  Robert Opala OCD 
5D1  Pere Jacques de Jésus Heather Ward OCDS  
5D2  Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection Veronica Errington TOC 
 
Block 6. Carmel in the 20th Century 
 
6A1  The OCarm Charism Since 1950  P. J. Breen OCarm 
6B1  The OCD Charism in the 20th Century  Camilo Macise OCD 
   (translated by Oonagh Twomey OCDS) 
6C1  Blessed Elisabeth of the Trinity  Sr Marian of Jesus OCD 
6D1  Blessed Titus Brandsma OCarm: A Mystic in Conflict 
  Pat Mullins OCarm 
 
Block 7. The Carmelite Nuns 
 
7A1  The Carmelite Nuns and Sisters: Past and Present  Mary Pia OCD 
7B1  St. Thérèse of Lisieux, Doctor of the Church  Vincent O'Hara OCD 
7C1  St. Teresa of the Andes Jennifer Moorcroft TOC 
7D1  Edith Stein, Spirituality of the Cross and Holocaust Experience 
  Robert Opala OCD 
 
Block 8. The Carmelite Family: Past and Present 
 
8A1  The Carmelite Family in the 14th Century  Simon Nolan OCarm 
8C1  Carmel in Britain and Ireland: The Beginnings  Heather Ward OCDS  
8D1  Lay Carmelites from 1900  Johann Bergström-Allen TOC   
  Monica O'Neill OCDS 
8D1 The Third/Secular Orders since 1900 Monica O'Neill OCDS 
  Johann Bergström-Allen TOC 
  and Heather Ward OCDS 
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Diploma in Carmelite Studies (Online) 
Carmelite Institute of Britain and Ireland, 

Gort Muire, Ballinteer, Dublin 16 

The Carmelite Institute of Britain and Ireland (CIBI) offers a distance learning / 
online programme in Carmelite Studies at level 6. This diploma is accredited by 
the Ecclesiastical Faculty of the Milltown Institute. Each module covers a 
semester. Further information, and further details on the modules listed below, are 
available on the website http://www.cibi.ie or from the Administrator (Frank 
O’Neill), CIBI, Gort Muire, Ballinteer, Dublin 16.  

 
List A: Foundational Modules: A Broad Introduction to Carmelite Heritage 
and Spirituality 
  
A1  Carmel: Development of the Tradition  Richard Copsey OCarm 
A2  The Origins of the Carmelite Family  Patrick Mullins OCarm 
A3  Figures of Inspiration: Mary and Elijah  Christopher O'Donnell OCarm 
A4  Carmelite Reform and Renewal  Gregory Burke OCD 
 of the Sixteenth Century  
A5  Teresa of Avila  Christopher O’Donnell OCarm 
 
 
List B: Carmelite Themes  
B1  The Carmelite Charism:  James McCaffrey OCD 
 Exploring the Biblical Roots.  
B5  Carmelite Devotions and Popular Piety  Johann Bergström-Allen TOC 
B6  The Carmelite Approach to Discernment  Christopher O'Donnell OCarm 
 and Spiritual Direction  
B7  Women in Carmel: Past and Present  Johann Bergström-Allen TOC 
    Anthony Lester OCarm et al 
B8  Carmel and the Other Spiritual Traditions  Heather Ward OCDS et al 
B9  What is Spirituality?  Philip Nelson OCDS 
 
 
List C: Carmelite Authors, Lives and Texts 
C1  An Introduction to John of the Cross  Heather Ward OCDS 
C2 St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi OCarm  Mícheál O'Neill OCarm 
C3  Titus Brandsma Patrick Mullins OCarm 
C7 Bl. Elizabeth of the Trinity Marian T. Murphy OCD 
  and Heather Ward OCDS 
C8 St Edith Stein OCD Elizabeth A. Mitchell PhD  
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Diploma in Spiritual Direction (DSDM) 
Jesuit Centre of Spirituality, Manresa House, Dollymount, Dublin 3 

and Jesuit Centre of Spirituality, Salthill, Galway 
 

 
Director: Una Allen 

 

Programme Curricula 
Year 1 
A1 The Ministry of Spiritual Direction: Its scope and content 
A2 Personal histories and the role of narrative 
A3 Prayer: theology and practice 
A4 Sense of self and sense of God: biblical, theological and 
 psychological aspects 
A5 Fundamental faith vision of life: general theological principle 
A6 Following Christ : the cost of discipleship 
A7 Introduction to discernment 
  
Year 2 
B1 Spiritual Direction: roles of director and directee 
B2 The theology of sin and disorder: biblical, personal and communal 

dimensions 
B3 Call of Christ to establish the kingdom of justice and peace 
B4 Personal vocation: biblical and anthropological aspects 
B5 Discernment of spirits – consolation and desolation 
B6 Discernment of God’s will. 
B7 Contemplative prayer in the Christian tradition 
 
Staffing 
Patrick Carbery SJ 
Brendan Comerford SJ 

Michael Drennan SJ 

Angela Higgins IBVM 

John Humphreys SJ 

Finbarr Lynch SJ 

Jennifer McAleer RGS 

Eileen O’Driscoll 
Avril O’Regan, RLR 
Ciaran Quirke SJ 
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Diploma in Spiritual Direction (DSDM) 
 

 
Year One 
 

A1. THE MINISTRY OF SPIRITUAL DIRECTION: ITS SCOPE 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

• Brief history of the evolution of Spiritual Direction from Desert Fathers until 
present day 

• The ministry of Spiritual Direction – its scope and practice 
• Qualities of Jesus as Spiritual Director as evidenced in gospels 
• Introductory experience of reflection and sharing 
• Explanation of the various elements in Two Year Course in Spiritual 

Direction 
• Outline of programme for First Year 
• Practicalities: allocation of tutor/supervisors and instruction on presentation 

of written assignments 
 

 

A2. PERSONAL HISTORIES AND THE ROLE OF NARRATIVE 
 

• Pondering reflectively on events, experiences and people in one’s own life 
• Becoming aware of the interior reaction to these exterior events and 

experiences 
• Ritualising in prayerful celebration their gratitude for the gifts God has given 

them in the people who have crossed our path 
• Recognising the relevance of directee’s graced history to Spiritual Direction 
 

 

A3. PRAYER: THEOLOGY AND PRACTICE 
 

• Development of one’s prayer life – based on reflection of one’s own prayer 
experience 

• Methods of prayer – vocal and mental prayer with special emphasis on 
praying with scripture 

• Structure of a prayer period 
• Listening skills 
• Case Study 
• Introduction to role plays and the role of peer group observers 
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A4. SENSE OF SELF AND SENSE OF GOD: BIBLICAL, 
THEOLOGICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS 
 

• Sense of self and sense of God – biblical, theological and psychological 
aspects 

• Human development and prayer 
• Resistances, blocks, defences 
• First interview with directee 
• Case Study 
• Procedure for reporting on experience of a session with directee 
 

 

A5. FUNDAMENTAL FAITH VISION OF LIFE: GENERAL 

THEOLOGICAL PRINCIPLE 
 

• The fundamental faith vision of all reality – general theological principle  
• Response of a person to this fundamental faith vision  
• The shadow side – biblical, theological and psychological aspects 
• Call to conversion 
• Outline of a typical direction session 
• Case Study 
 

 

A6. FOLLOWING CHRIST: THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP 
 

• Following of Christ and the cost of discipleship 
• The call of God and our response – in a biblical and theological context 
• Psychological resistances 
• Case Study 
• Guidelines for pastoral ministry 
 

 

A7. INTRODUCTION TO DISCERNMENT 
 

• Introduction to Discernment - Discerning the Will of God 
• Discernment of Spirits 
• Consolation and Desolation 
• Case Study 
• Review of Year One 
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Year Two 
 

B1. SPIRITUAL DIRECTION: ROLES OF DIRECTOR AND 

DIRECTEE 
 

• Revisit the understanding of Spiritual Direction with specific reference to 
types and styles of Spiritual Direction 

• Guidelines for the Director (Exercises: Annotations 1,2,5,6,15,19,20) 
• The respective roles of Director and Directee 
• Revisit listening skills 
• Case Study 
 

 

B2. THE THEOLOGY OF SIN AND DISORDER: BIBLICAL, 
PERSONAL AND COMMUNAL DIMENSIONS 
 

• The theology of sin in its biblical, personal and communal dimensions 
• Revisit methods of prayer with special emphasis on the principle of repetition 

and the importance of review  
• Revisit fundamental faith vision – as basis for decision making 
• Case Study 
 

 

B3. CALL OF CHRIST TO ESTABLISH THE KINGDOM OF 

JUSTICE AND PEACE 
 

• The fundamental call of Christ to work for the Kingdom 
• The mystery of the Incarnation from a biblical, theological and sociological 

perspective 
• Ignatian Contemplation as a method of coming to know the Jesus of the 

gospels 
• Case Study 

 
 

B4. PERSONAL VOCATION: BIBLICAL AND 

ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASPECTS 
 

• Called by name – the personal and unique nature of God’s call in our present 
circumstances 

• Decision for Christ – “reality” reflections from Exercises of St. Ignatius: 
“Two Standards” and “Three Classes of Persons” 
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• Resistances, defence mechanisms 
• Case Study 
 

 

B5. DISCERNMENT OF SPIRITS – CONSOLATION AND 

DESOLATION 
 

• Basic guidelines for Discernment 
• Rules for the Discernment of Spirits (Week 1 Rules and Week 2 Rules) 
• Consolation & Desolation  - revisit  
• Praying on the passion & death of Jesus – biblical and theological aspects 
• Case Study 
 

  

B6. DISCERNMENT OF GOD’S WILL 
 

• Discerned Decision Making 
• Review of some major personal decisions in the light of the Rules for 

Discernment 
• Resurrection – biblical and theological aspects 
• Ethical Guidelines in the practice of Spiritual Direction 
• Case Study 
 
 

B7. CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER IN THE CHRISTIAN 

TRADITION 
 

• Contemplative Prayer with special reference to John of the Cross and Teresa 
of Avila 

• Finding God in all Things 
• Examination of Consciousness 
• Case Study: Six Retreatants 
• Personal Evaluation 
• The Way Forward – Supervision, Termination, Referrals 
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Diploma in Spiritual Guidance  
An Croí Centre of Spirituality, The Stables, Bachelor’s Lane, 

Drogheda, Co Louth 
Shrine of St. Joseph, 1050 Longhill Road, Stirling, New Jersey, 

USA 
 

Year One 
Module 1:1        Spirituality & Spiritual Guidance: Approaches & Traditions (1) 
Module 1:2        The Art of Spiritual Guidance (1) 
Module 1:3        Prayer, Scripture and Theology (1) 
Module 1:4        Models of the Spiritual Journey and Spiritual Growth (1) 
Module 1:5        Psychology, self understanding and counselling issues (1) 
Module 1:6        Special Issues for Spiritual Guidance (1) 
Module 1:7        Transformational Learning (1) 
 
Year Two 
Module 2:1        Spirituality & Spiritual Guidance: Approaches & Traditions (2)  
Module 2:2        The Art of Spiritual Guidance (2) 
Module 2:3        Prayer, Scripture and Theology (2) 
Module 2:4        Models of the Spiritual Journey and Spiritual Growth (2) 
Module 2:5        Psychology, self understanding and counselling issues (2) 
Module 2:6        Special Issues for Spiritual Guidance (2) 
Module 2:7        Transformational Learning (2) 
 

Lecturers 
Anne Alcock MA  
Margaret Benefiel PhD  
Carmel Boyle P.G.Dip. Sup. Prac., BATh.    
Deirdre Boyle MA  
Liam Boyle PhD  
Maureen Conroy RSM D. Min  
John Finnegan SDB, PhD 
Patrick Greene SJ, STL MA 
Ger Holton MSc BATh. (An Croí) 
Peter Krebs ST PhD 
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Diploma in Spiritual Guidance  
An Croí Centre of Spirituality, The Stables, Bachelor’s Lane,     

                                                                  Drogheda, Co. Louth  
Shrine of St. Joseph, 1050 Longhill Road, Stirling, New Jersey, 

USA 
   

Year One 
 
Module 1:1 Spirituality & Spiritual Guidance: Approaches & Traditions  
This module explores: 
• The nature of spirituality and its study today 
• A variety of models of Spiritual Guidance 
• The task of identifying one’s own  model of Spiritual Guidance 
 
Module 1:2 The Art of Spiritual Guidance 
 This module explores: 
• The nature, tasks  and core skills of Spiritual Guidance 
• A contemplative/ creative approach to spiritual guidance 
• The role of discernment 
 
Module 1:3 Prayer/Theology and Scripture 
This module explores: 
• A variety of methods and forms of prayer 
• Skills for reflecting on and sharing one’s own prayer life 
• A theological and scriptural horizon for Spiritual Guidance 
 
Module 1:4 Models of the Spiritual Journey and Spiritual Growth 
This module explores: 
• Spiritual growth and the basic principles of the Spiritual Journey  
• Traditional and contemporary of models of spiritual growth. 
• Spiritual autobiography and the role of narrative 
 
Module 1:5 Psychology, self-understanding and counselling issues 
This module explores: 
• The strengths and limitations of psychology in Spirituality 
• The difference and commonalities between Counselling and Spiritual 

Guidance 
• The interpersonal skills which help to facilitate the Spiritual Guidance 

Relationship 
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Module 1:6 Special Issues for Spiritual Guidance 
This module explores: 
• The need to develop a personal spirituality 
• Social contexts, family, gender, justice and marginalised 
• Spiritual Guidance in group settings 
 
Module 1:7 Integrative and Reflective Practices 
This module explores: 
• The need for and  value of reflective and integrative practices 
• Creative approaches to integrative and transformative learning 
• Develop the skills of integration, reflection and journaling  
 

 

Year Two 
 
Module 2:1 Spirituality& Spiritual Guidance: Approaches & Traditions  
This module explores: 
•  Issues around religious and spiritual experience 
• Contemplative, creative approaches to Spiritual Guidance 
• The role of desire within the spiritual journey 
 
Module 2:2 The Art of Spiritual Guidance 
This module explores: 
• Developing the art and growing in the gift of Spiritual Guidance 
• Consolation, desolation  and  discernment 
• The role of contracting within spiritual guidance 
 
Module 2:3 Prayer, Scripture and Theology 
This module explores: 
• Creative ways of praying, obstacles and helps to prayer 
• Accompanying others in prayer in one to one and group settings 
• Theological anthropology and scriptural grounding within Spiritual Guidance 
 
Module 2:4 Models of the Spiritual Journey and Spiritual Growth 
This module explores: 
• Spiritual development as applied to Spiritual Guidance 
• Contemporary models of Spiritual Growth 
• Life Transitions and Spiritual Guidance 
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Module 2:5 Psychology, self understanding and counselling issues 
This module explores: 
• Psychological foundations for Spiritual Guidance 
• Group process, discernment and conflict resolution. 
• Working with resistance and defences 
 
Module 2:6 Special Issues for Spiritual Guidance 
This module explores: 
• Professional and ethical practices in the ministry of Spiritual Guidance 
• Spiritual Guidance in varied contexts and settings 
• Dreamwork and Spiritual Guidance 
 
Module 2:7 Transformational Learning 
This module explores: 
• The importance of reflective, transformative and integrative skills and     
         practices for the spiritual guide 
• Spiritual guidance: individual and group  
• The purpose and tasks of supervision. 
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 Adult Education Spirituality Diploma (SD) 
     An Croí, The Stables, Bachelor’s Lane, Drogheda, Co. Louth 
       
Cycle A 
SD101      Exploring Spirituality A                 J. Finnegan / 
      C. Boyle 
SD102         Transformational Learning   A                          G. Holton / C. Boyle 
SDW1     Creation Spirituality                   P. Greene / 
      H. Fox  
SD103     Carmelite Spirituality             M. Cheyrou-  
         Lagréze 
SD104     Theology: the Basics A                                       G. Holton  
SDW2     Discernment                                             M. Benefiel / 
      M. Ryan 
SD105     The Heart of Listening                                      G. Holton / 
      V. O’Grady 
SD106     Spirituality of Forgiveness                   G. Holton 
SDW3     Celtic Spirituality                                 J.J. Spring / 
      C. Boyle  
SD107     Pathways in Prayer                                             B. Purcell 
SD108     Praying with Saints and Mystics                        N. O’Shea 
SDW4      Scripture of our Lives A                                 M Glennon / C. Smith 
SD109     Creativity and Spirituality A                              E. Ross / C. Boyle 
SD110     The Spiritual Journey                                         P. Greene /  
      C. Boyle  
SDW5     Paschal Mystery A                                              P. Greene / C. Boyle 
SDW6     Symbolic Pilgrimage A                                    M. Rodgers / 
                                                                                                M. Minehan 
 
Cycle B    
SD201   Exploring Spirituality B                                      J. Finnegan / C. Boyle 
SD202   Transformational Learning B                                G. Holton /  
      C. Boyle 
SDW7   Spirituality of Grief                                            B. McGuinness 
SD203   Movement as Spiritual Practice  C. Boyle  
SD204   Ecology and Spirituality                                       H. Fox 
SDW8   Enneagram and Spirituality                                  M. Murphy 
SD205   Creativity and Spirituality   B                              M. Mohan /  
      C. Boyle 
SD206   Holistic Spirituality                                              C. Boyle 
SDW9   God and Women                                                   TBA 
SD207   Theology: the Basics B                  G. Holton 
SD208   Spirituality & Leadership   B. McGuinness 
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SDW10   Dreams and Spiritual Growth                 M. Murphy  
SD209   Poetry and Spirituality                           Ú. Agnew 
SD210 Praying the Psalms                                                J. Finnegan/ 
      C. Boyle 
SDW11   Paschal Mystery B                           P. Greene / C. Boyle 
SDW112   Symbolic Pilgrimage B          M. Rodgers/ 
                                                                                                M. Minehan 



 

 
 

147

Adult Education Spirituality Diploma(SD) 
An Croí, The Stables, Bachelor’s Lane, Drogheda, Co. Louth 

 
 
Cycle A 
 

SD101   EXPLORING SPIRITUALITY A 
J. Finnegan/C. Boyle 
 
Spirituality is the quest for a fulfilled and authentic life that involves taking the 
beliefs and values of faith and weaving them into the fabric of life so that they 
provide ‘ breath’ and ‘spirit’ and ‘fire’ for life. This module looks at spirituality 
today, traces its origins and examines emerging trends. It explores the language 
and meaning of spirituality within a Christian context.  
 
 
SD102   TRANSFORMATIONAL LEARNING A   
G. Holton/C. Boyle  
 
This ongoing aspect of the programme encourages integration and reflection on 
learning. It will explore creatively various approaches to integrative and 
transformative learning, including integrative learning experiences and reflective 
practices.  Attention will be given to learning styles and participatory learning. 
 
 

SDW1  CREATION SPIRITUALITY 
P. Greene/H.Fox 
 
Creation Spirituality allows us to trace the new story of our origins coming to us 
from scientific discoveries, while at the same time examining our own wisdom 
and spiritual tradition in a new light. The result is a celebration of Divine 
Creativity and an enhanced role for the peoples of the earth in creation. 
 
 

SD103  CARMELITE SPIRITUALITY 
M. Cheyrou Lagréze 
 
"The soul's centre is God," wrote John of the Cross. Carmelite saints and mystics 
experienced transformation in engagement with that Centre. They thought they 
were seeking God, but learned that the Centre had been approaching them all 
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along. This module will explore the rich tradition of Carmelite Spirituality 
focusing especially on prayer as found in the writings of John of the Cross, Teresa 
of Avila, and Thérèse of Lisieux. 
 
 

SD104   THEOLOGY: THE BASICS  A 
G. Holton 
 
This module explores basic concepts in theology and encourages participants to 
engage with a living and practical theology. Participants will be introduced to key 
theological issues, such as God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, faith, creation, 
salvation, and heaven. The module will also include an overview of themes and 
the contribution of some major theologians.  
 
 

SDW2  DISCERNMENT 
M. Benefiel/M.Ryan 
 
Discernment is a process of discovering God’s plan for our lives. It involves 
placing God at the centre of the decision making process. This module offers 
considerations that support a holistic approach to discernment. 
 
 

SD105  THE HEART OF LISTENING 
G. Holton/V. O’Grady 
 
One of the most powerful forces in human relationship is the experience of being 
listened to, heard, validated and understood. This module explores the 
transformative, healing power of true listening and blocks to listening while 
building skills needed to listen empathically to ourselves, one another and the 
Divine, the heart of true listening. 
 
 

SD106  SPIRITUALITY OF FORGIVENESS  
G. Holton 
Forgiveness is the dealing with another person's offence in a helpful manner. One 
definition of therapeutic forgiveness is the handling of another person's 
inappropriate and harmful deeds in such a way that it helps the forgiver find 
healing and wellness. In Ephesians 4:31-32: we are encouraged to “forgive each 
other just as God in Christ has forgiven you”. In this module participants will 
explore the challenge of forgiveness as an intra-psychic, interpersonal and 
transpersonal process. 
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SDW3 CELTIC SPIRITUALITY 
J. J. Spring/C. Boyle 
 
In the present era many people are looking to the ‘Celtic’ tradition, seeking for 
alternative ways of being in touch with the ‘Sacred Divine’, both in themselves 
and in the wider world. This raises a number of questions. Who were the Celts? 
Was there a specific ‘Celtic’ spiritual tradition, and if so how can we make those 
beliefs and practices relevant to modern day lives? This introductory module will 
attempt to explore some of these issues and will examine a number of Celtic 
themes including; sense of place, sense of God in everyday life, awareness of the 
Trinity, the Cross, God in creation, pilgrimage and story. 
 
 

SD107  PATHWAYS IN PRAYER 
B. Purcell 
 
Prayer is not limited to talking to God. Prayer is real, interactive, two-way 
communication with God. We don’t just talk to God; we also listen. 
Unfortunately, most of our praying gets limited to Prayers of Petition, asking God 
to bless us. This is an important type of prayer, but it’s only one of the many 
pathways to prayer. God draws us into an intimate and loving relationship that 
grows out of true prayer. This module introduces participants to various methods 
of prayer. 
 
 

SD108  PRAYING WITH SAINTS AND MYSTICS 
N. O’Shea  
 
This module will introduce various forms of prayer drawn from mystics and 
saints. It is intended to enrich prayer experience in a creative way. Insights will be 
used from the lives of saints and mystics including Hildegard of Bingen, Julian of 
Norwich and Teresa of Avila. 
 
 

SDW4 THE SCRIPTURE OF OUR LIVES  A 
M. Glennon/C. Smith 
 
This module discusses the basic principles that are required for interpreting the 
Scriptures including: Understanding the written language of the Scriptures; 
Understanding the history, geography, and culture of its writers; Understanding 
the literary forms and understanding the principles for the application of scripture 
to our lives today. The aim of this module is to give a method in the approach to 
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the bible that will help both the study of it and explore ways that scripture can 
enrich our spiritual lives. 
 
 

SD109 CREATIVITY AND SPIRITUALITY A  
E. Ross/C. Boyle  
 
This module explores the creative process and spiritual practice and how both 
have the potential to be life-transforming.  This module will explore creativity and 
ways our creative practices can be integrated with our spirituality. It will help 
develop an understanding of how nurturing the creative process is essential for 
fullness of life. Particular emphasis is placed on the creative and expressive arts 
including movement, music, art, play and creative writing. 
 
 

SD110  THE SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 
C. Boyle / P. Greene 
 
The spiritual journey consists of many paths. It is a journey that reflects our desire 
for God and God’s desire for us. It is a journey in which we seek companionship 
with the Holy and with one another. Though we walk many paths, we all share in 
this common journey. This module examines spiritual growth and explores 
various approaches and images that express the spiritual journey. It provides 
insight from both contemporary and traditional maps. 
 
 

SDW5 LITURGY AND SPIRITUALITY (PASCHAL MYSTERY) 
A 
C. Boyle / P. Greene 
 
This module is experiential and involves preparation of and participation in the 
Easter Liturgies. Participants will be guided as they explore the themes, images, 
music and scripture involved and endeavour to creatively celebrate the Paschal 
Mystery in an intimate setting. 
 
 

SDW6   SYMBOLIC PILGRIMAGE A 
M. Rogers/M. Minehan 
 
Pilgrimage has always been an important aspect of spiritual expression and 
Ireland is saturated with sacred places of pilgrimage. This module involves a 
group pilgrimage to a sacred place e.g. Glendalough, Kildare. 
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Cycle B 
 

SD201  EXPLORING SPIRITUALITY B 
J.Finnegan/C. Boyle 
 
Spirituality is the quest for a fulfilled and authentic life that involves taking the 
beliefs and values of faith and weaving them into the fabric of life so that they 
provide ‘ breath’ and ‘spirit’ and ‘fire’ for life. This module looks at spirituality 
today, traces its origins and examines emerging trends. It explores the language 
and meaning of spirituality within a Christian context.  
 
 

SD202 TRANSFORMATIONAL LEARNING B 
G. Holton /C. Boyle  
 
This ongoing aspect of the programme encourages integration and reflection on 
learning. It will explore creatively various approaches to integrative and 
transformative learning, including integrative learning experiences and reflective 
practices.  Attention will be given to learning styles and participatory learning. 
 
 

SDW7 SPIRITUALITY OF GRIEF  
B. McGuinness 
 
As a society, we don't like to think about death, our own, or that of our loved ones. 
But the simple truth is that none of us can escape this reality. It is an inescapable 
part of our human condition. Spirituality often enters into the grieving process. 
While one may gain comfort from religious or spiritual beliefs, one might also be 
moved to doubt in the face of traumatic or senseless loss. This module will 
explore the experience of grief in the context of the Christian faith. 
 

 

SD203  MOVEMENT AS SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 
C. Boyle 
 
With the reality of the incarnation comes a call to appreciate the blessedness of 
our bodily existence. Creative movement as spiritual practice helps to explore the 
blessing of the body, to pray with our bodies and to unfold the wisdom of the 
body. While experiencing freedom and healing through movement, participants in 
this module will gain greater awareness around the interaction between body, 
mind and spirit 
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SD204  ECOLOGY AND SPIRITUALITY 
H. Fox 
 
In this module participants will explore the call to care for the earth, the 
interconnectedness of all things and the challenges that face humanity in our time. 
This module engages a practical and compassionate spirituality. 
 
 

SDW8   ENNEAGRAM AND SPIRITUALITY 
M. Murphy 
 
The use of the Enneagram for psychological and spiritual growth has increased 
enormously in the past two decades. The profound impact of using the nine 
personality types to understand self and others shows us a way to awakening and 
remembering that we are aspects of the Divine. At its deepest level the 
Enneagram show us a path for personal and spiritual evolution. 
 
 

SD205 CREATIVITY AND SPIRITUALITY B 
C. Boyle/M.Mohan  
 
This module explores the creative process and spiritual practice and how both 
have the potential to be life-transforming.  This module will explore creativity and 
ways our creative practices can be integrated with our spirituality. It will help 
develop an understanding of how nurturing the creative process is essential for 
fullness of life. Particular emphasis is placed on the creative and expressive arts 
including movement, music, art, play and creative writing. 
 
 

SD206  HOLISTIC SPIRITUALITY 
C. Boyle 
 
Holistic Spirituality involves the whole person in a process of transformation and 
integration. With holistic spirituality we choose to accept ourselves as whole, in 
our senses, emotions, thought processes, and feelings; in our bodies, our minds, 
our spirits and our souls. This module explores a holistic spirituality which 
perceives how the need for unity applies on every level of our lives  
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SDW9 GOD AND WOMEN 
TBA 
 
This module will explore the implications of issues raised by feminist theologians 
for spirituality and the debate on gender differences. It will raise consciousness 
around divine images, naming the divine, challenges to patriarchy and identify 
elements of woman’s spirituality  
 
 

SD207  THEOLOGY: THE BASICS B 
G. Holton This module explores basic concepts in theology and encourages 
participants to engage with a living and practical theology. Participants will be 
introduced to key theological issues, such as God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
faith, creation, salvation, and heaven. The module will also include an overview 
of themes and the contribution of some major theologians.  
 
 

SD208 SPIRITUALITY AND LEADERSHIP 
B. McGuinness 
 
To lead without spirit is to fail, but to integrate spirituality with our task as leaders 
is to create a new day, one with more profound meaning and effective patterns of 
integrity and responsibility. This module will offer a model of leadership that is 
empowering and life-giving. The aim of this course is to help develop each 
person’s understanding and awareness of her/his talents and potential for taking 
leadership. 
 
 

SDW10  DREAMS AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
M. Murphy 
 
This module will explore the nature and significance of dreams and dreaming, 
with particular reference to psycho-spiritual growth and development. Participants 
will be offered ways of working with dreams and learn ways of understanding the 
language of dreams 
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SD209 POETRY AND SPIRITUALITY 
Ú. Agnew 
 
The aim of this module is to explore links between literature and spirituality and 
in particular the poetry of Patrick Kavanagh. 
 
 
SD210  PRAYING THE PSALMS 
J. Finnegan/C. Boyle 
 
The Psalms are unique within Scripture and we find within them the complete 
range of human emotions and needs. They offer a rich source of conversation with 
God. The Psalms have been an invaluable resource to prayer in every generation 
and tradition. This module will attempt to reclaim the Psalms for today and will 
blend both theory and prayer experiences. 
 
 

SDW11 PASCHAL MYSTERY B 
C. Boyle/P. Greene 
 
This module is experiential and involves preparation of and participation in the 
Easter Liturgies. Participants will be guided as they explore the themes, images, 
music and scripture involved and endeavour to creatively celebrate the Paschal 
Mystery in an intimate setting. 
 
 

SDW112 SYMBOLIC PILGRIMAGE B 
M. Rodgers/M. Minehan 
 
Pilgrimage has always been an important aspect of spiritual expression and 
Ireland is saturated with sacred places of pilgrimage. This module involves a 
group pilgrimage to a sacred place e.g. Glendalough, Kildare. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

155

Diploma / Higher Diploma in Religious Formation – 
Myanmar 
 
Summer School One - 2009 
1. Anthropology of the Christian Vocation (F. Hoare SSC) 
2. Human and Moral Development (M. McGuire SSC) 
3. Christian Spirituality and Vocation (M. I. O’Brien MSSC) 
4. Practicum (Personal and Cultural Background and Training in 
    Listening) (J. Valence FMM et al.)          
5. Personal Growth Conversations (All four staff members) 
 
 
Between Summer School One and Two 
Three one-day seminars on peer support and listening practice  
 (M.I. O’Brien MSSC and/or J. Valence FMM) 
 
 
Summer School Two - 2010 
1. Pastoral Counselling and Professional Ethics. (F. Hoare SSC)  
2. Sexual Health and Celibacy. (M. McGuire SSC) 
3. Christian Prayer and Introduction to Spiritual Direction.  
 (M.I. O’Brien MSSC) 
4. Practicum (Triad counselling practice and group counselling   
     sessions) (J. Valence FMM and other staff) 
5. Personal Counselling/Spiritual Direction. (All four staff members)  
 
 
Between Summer School Two and Three 
Three one-day seminars on peer counselling and supervision  
 (M.I. O’Brien MSSC or J. Valence FMM) 
 
 
Summer School Three - 2011 
1. Jesus Christ in His Time and Today (F. Hoare SSC) 
2. Pathologies, Developmental Arrests and Coping Strategies  
    (M. McGuire SSC)   
3. The Practice of Spiritual Direction (M.I. O’Brien MSSC) 
4. Practicum (triad spiritual direction practice and peer supervision) 
    (J. Valence FMM and other staff members) 
5.  Personal Spiritual Direction. (All four staff members)  
 
 
Nine Months Following Summer School Three 
Three one-day seminars on peer supervision of spiritual direction 
  (M.I. O’Brien MSSC or J. Valence FMM) 
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Selected Modules in Theology, Spirituality 
Co-ordinator: Deirdre Tallon Room 7 
 dtallon@milltown-institute.ie 

 
Part-time students are welcome to study in the Milltown Institute and may select 
from the wide range of Scripture, Spirituality and Theology modules offered in 
each semester during the year. Modules may be taken for assessment or for 
personal enrichment. A brochure with the listing of modules available in each 
semester can be viewed on the website or can be had from Room 7. 
 
Single Subject Certificates/Audit Certificates 
Individual selected modules can be assessed in the usual manner and single 
subject certificates are issued for accumulation and transfer of credit.  Modules 
that are attended without taking assessment may be recorded on an Audit 
Certificate.   The Audit certificate is issued only when a completed audit recording 
form is signed by the lecturer prior to the end of semester.   



 

 

 




