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Those of you who were at the annual Ball on Wednesday 24th February in the Clarion Hotel will know what an enjoyable evening it was. 85 day and evening students, along with a group of students from I.S.E. and members of staff were warmly welcomed by SRC President Niamh McLoughlin. The three course meal was delicious and the wine and conversation flowed freely. By all accounts the dancing went on until the small hours of the morning. Many thanks are due to the hard-working members of the SRC committee for organizing such a successful evening in the middle of studying for essays, exams and assignments! Special thanks to Niamh McLoughlin, Gráinne Lawlor, Bernie Malone, Marie O’Reilly and specially the keeper of the purse, Bill Stuart. The event was much appreciated by all.

Bairbre de Búrca, Students Affairs

LIBRARY NEWS

The library will open from 10am until 1pm on Sat: 13th March; Sat 10th April

Please note that there are points now available in the reading room to plug in your computers.

STUDENT CHOIR

Next practice is on Wed. 10th March at 4pm. You are welcome to come along if free. The practice takes place in the main chapel.

STUDENT LITURGY GROUP

The next meeting is on Tuesday 9th at 12.10 in Room 002 to plan Seder Meal and 30th anniversary of Oscar Romero’s death.   If you are interested in getting experience, or have specific concerns about liturgy, do get in touch with Bairbre in Room 002 or ph.086 2410159. The group would love to hear from you.

PASTORAL RESPONSE TO THE MURPHY REPORT
As part of continuing the process of learning from the Murphy Report, Vincent MacNamara gave a challenging talk on the core of morality. He beckoned towards listening to the whispers of our deepest self to find the core moral voice. There is no easy way to find an authentic voice but the search must include an acceptance of the innate sacred and individual otherness of the other. He recommended Citizen Ethics: guardian.co.uk as a website that is providing topical and interesting material and debate about the Common Good. For further exploration of this topic, Vincent’s new book, The Call to be Human: Making Sense of Morality is well worth a read. It will be published by Veritas in the next few weeks.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Professor Terence O’Reilly, holder of the Veale Chair in Spirituality 2009-2010 at the Milltown Institute will deliver the following lectures in March:
Wednesday 3rd March at 4pm

Lecture: Loyola: the life of Christ and the Lives of the Saints

Venue: Conference Room

+++

Wednesday 24th March at 7.30 pm

Annual Public Lecture: The Crisis of St. Ignatius at Manresa

Venue; Theatre, Milltown Park
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30th Anniversary of the death of Archbishop Romero

The Liturgy at 1pm will mark his memory.

+++
SEDER MEAL/PASSOVER CELEBRATION

It is proposed to hold a SEDER MEAL at 6pm on Wednesday 24th March. Anyone interested should contact Bairbre de Búrca at 2776302/086 2410159 or in Room 002

+++

STUDENT AFFAIRS BOARD

MEET ON MONDAY 8TH MARCH 12-1pm
Any items for discussion to Bairbre de Búrca by (bdeburca@milltown-institute.ie)
BERTHON HUGHES is a PhD Candidate (Spirituality) in Milltown. She writes here about her research topic.  

REARCHING a HIDDEN ISSUE

In the wake of recent revelations, the sexual abuse of children by some Catholic clergy has rightly been the focus of much attention and debate.  However, many of you may be surprised to learn that, according to US estimates, four times as many Catholic priests are sexually involved with adult women than are involved in sexually abusing children.  Yet, the sexualized involvement of some Catholic priests with adult women remains under-acknowledged, with little consideration given to the potential consequences for the women concerned.  This is a complex and contentious issue which raises the question of consent by women and its validity in the context of the imbalance of power inherent in the pastoral relationship.  It also surfaces uncomfortable realities in relation to the practice of celibacy by some priests, as well as unhealthy and negative attitudes towards women held by some Catholic clergy.

Sexualized involvement with Catholic clergy can be encountered by both lay women and religious sisters.  While such encounters are often regarded as “affairs” by both Church authorities and the wider society, women themselves describe a spectrum of experiences ranging from consensual relationships to non-consensual sexual exploitation.  In addition to an emotional toll which may be considerable, the Church-related context of sexualized involvement with Catholic clergy can precipitate a serious crisis of faith for some women.  In the longer term, many women may find themselves negotiating a difficult spiritual aftermath in which their resilience and resourcefulness are challenged as they strive to build a personally sustaining spirituality or meaning-making system, which may or may not include institutional religion.     
The focus of my current doctoral research is the longer-term spiritual legacy for women who have experienced sexualized involvement with Catholic clergy during adulthood.  Central to this research is the lived experience of women themselves.  I hope to speak with both lay women and religious sisters in Ireland who have reflected on the spiritual dimension of their lives in the light of such experiences and are willing to share something of their own journey.  In researching this sensitive topic, protecting the welfare and privacy of women willing to participate will be paramount throughout.  I am committed to creating a research environment which is respectful and sensitive to the welfare and needs of potential participants.   Strict confidentiality and anonymity are assured.  Through this research, I hope to go some way towards giving voice to a hidden population of women who have remained effectively silenced for far too long, as well as contributing towards a greater understanding of the spiritual dimension of this complex issue.  

If you or someone you know would like to find out more about this research, you can contact me in strictest confidence by e-mail at bshughes@eircom.net or by text on 086 3612569.

LIKE A THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE?

Anne Henry is available on Mondays in Milltown 

For further information PH 086 8448146

STUDENT SUPPORT/ACADEMIC SEMINARS

 ON FRIDAYS FROM 2-2.50 IN ROOM III

YOU ARE INVITED TO BRING ALONG WORK IN PROGRESS FOR DISCUSSION.

 For individual appointments contact EILEEN ROGERS at 086 2410158

YOGA FOR STUDENTS 

TUESDAYS 4.45-6PM IN Room III. Each session is €7.50 and is subsidized by the SRC. 

All welcome



POST GRADUATE COLLOQUIUM





CLUES FROM AN IMPERFECT JOURNEY


One Person’s Research Process


A presentation by 


Stella Durand (Mission Theology)





MONDAY 15th March


2-3PM in Room X


Followed by conversation and coffee


ALL ARE WELCOME…





INTERNATIONAL STUDENT’S DAY


 THURSDAY MARCH 11TH


You are invited to Coffee and Cakes in the Restaurant from 10.50 – 11.10


PLEASE WEAR A TOKEN OF YOUR OWN NATIONALITY!





GATHERING UP THOUGHTS/FEELINGS/POSSIBLE ACTIONS


In response to the Murphy Report and the sessions to date, and if available, the Popes letter to the Irish Church


Tuesday 23rd March at 4pm in Conference Room.


All students and staff are most cordially invited














