
HIGHER DIPLOMA IN MISSION THEOLOGY

H
IG

H
ER

 D
IP

LO
M

A
 IN

 M
IS

SI
O

N
 T

H
EO

LO
G

Y

his thesis examined the public role of Christian Churches in Danxomé-Benin. 
Lectures on social and political issues in religion at Milltown Institute, and is also 
Research Associate at the Centre for the Study of Religion and Politics, St. Andrews 
University, Scotland. His research interests include the social phenomenon of 
secularisation, the public role of faith groups and the socio-political development 
of the EU. Among his publications are ‘Going back to Doolin: the Search for an 
Irish and Catholic’ in E Maher et al (eds.) Catholic Identity in the Irish Context, 
Columba, 2006; ‘Changing configurations: Religion in Europe’, in H. Bettscheider 
(Ed) Mission in Europe, Nettertal: Steyler Verlag, 2006; “‘Clash of Ignorance’ or 
‘Clash of Civilisation’: Edward Said’s Critique of Bernard Lewis and Samuel P. 
Huntington,” Bulletin of Ecumentical Theology (Nigeria) 17, 2005; and articles in 
Anthropos, Verbum (Germany), Spiritus (Paris). Looking for a Breakthrough: The 
socio-political role of Christian Churches in Danxomé Benin was published by 
Leiden: Brill in 2006.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Dr. Patrick Claffey
Head of Department of Mission Theology And Culture
Milltown Institute
Milltown Park
Sandford Road
Dublin 6
Ireland

Telephone: + 353-1-277 6333
Fax: + 353-1-269 2528 
Email: pclaffey@milltown-institute.ie 

For Further Information On Other Courses Please Contact:
Head of Postgraduate Studies, Milltown Institute, 

Milltown Park, Sandford Road, Milltown, Dublin 6, Ireland
Telephone:+ 353-1-277 6332  Fax:+ 353-1-269 2528 

Email:info@milltown-institute.ie
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AIMS OF PROGRAMME
The aims of the Higher Diploma in 
Mission Theology is as follows:
• to provide a bridging course in 

theology for students with a good 
primary degree in another discipline 
who wish to advance to either the 
MA in Faith and Culture Studies, or 
the MA in Mission Theology.

• to provide a post-graduate option 
for students who have graduated 
in theology but do not have the 
requirements for advancement to the 
Masters programmes offered by the 
Department of Mission Theology and 
Cultures. Such students may be allowed 
to advance to the Masters programme 
if their achievement in the Higher 
Diploma indicates that they have 
reached equivalence for advancement.

This programme can be modified to suit the individual requirements of students, 
considering their previous record of studies. The Graduate Diploma is awarded for 
the satisfactory completion of the course requirements of 90 credits (3 credits = a 
course of one lecture per week for one semester).

DURATION
Full–time: one year; part–time: two or three years

ACCESS, TRANSFER AND PROGRESSION ROUTES
Applications for the Higher Diploma in Mission Theology will be accepted from 
candidates 
• who hold an approved Bachelor’s Degree in theology;
• who hold a suitable BA degree in anthropology or other related disciplines;

Awarding Body:  National University of Ireland (NUI)
Duration:  Full–time: 1 year; part–time: 2–3 years
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• who hold an appropriate Higher Diploma in theology, anthropology, culture 
studies, or another related discipline;

• who hold an equivalent full-length undergraduate study programme in theology, 
with any conditions for bridging studies that might be imposed by the Post-
Graduate Board of Admissions;

• who hold other appropriate qualifications acceptable to the Post-Graduate Board 
of Admissions, including FETAC Level 2 awards.

Applications are normally submitted before 15 August in advance of the September 
in which the course begins. In case of shortage of places on the course preference 
will be given on the basis of merit. Late applications will be considered if the 
course booking has not been completed.

MODULES IN THE PROGRAMME
Participants will be required to follow three 
modules in Sacred Scripture; two modules 
in Foundational Theology; and a selection of 
modules available at the Institute in the general 
area of Mission and Culture, to be arranged with 
the Head of the Mission Department. The aim 
is to achieve a wide knowledge of different and 
diverse approaches to faith and culture issues.

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE
The compulsory modules  
are as follows:
Wisdom Literature
Synoptics/Acts
Biblical Foundations of Mission
Revelation, Inspiration & Faith
The God of Jesus Christ

The following modules are on offer in 2005–2006, and will be modified every 
academic year:
General Introduction to Mission Theology: 
Biblical and Historical Perspectives
Mission Theology
World Religions: Islam
Christianity and Religious Pluralism
Ethnicity and Cultures
Government and Politics in the Developing World
Pastoral Skills: Social Analysis
The God we want to know
Hermeneutics and Inculturation
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GRANTS AND TAX RELIEF
This programme is covered by the Higher Education Grants Scheme, and 
information regarding application procedures, eligibility and related matters 
may be obtained from the student’s Local Authority (or of the local Education 
and Library Board for students from Northern Ireland). This course is eligible 
for tax relief under Section 473A, Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997 by the 
Department of Education and Science.

PROGRAMME LECTURERS
Patrick Claffey, MA, PhD, Senior Lecturer
James Corkery, B Soc.Sc., B Phil., H Dip Ed., STD, Associate Professor
Joseph Egan, BSc., STD, Senior Lecturer
Kieran Flynn, BD, STL, Visiting Lecturer
Raymond Moloney, BA, LPh, STD, Professor Emeritus
Head of Department of Mission Theology and Cultures
K O’Gorman, BA, STD, Associate Professor
Elochukwu E. Uzukwu, MTh., PhD, Senior Lecturer
Thomas R. Whelan, BMus, STB, SLL, Dip Mus Ed, Dip Lat Litt, SLD, 
Senior Lecturer

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT OF MISSION  
THEOLOGY AND CULTURE
Patrick Claffey, svd, MA, PhD was a missionary in West Africa 1977-
2002 involved in language research and translation, rural development and 
diocesan pastoral planning. A graduate of SOAS, University of London, 


