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Selected Modules Open Evening 

Semester 1:Tuesday, 30th August 2011 
Semester 2: Wednesday, 4th January 2012 

5p.m.– 8p.m. 

�

Take a Module for Personal Interest or for Credits: 
Theology, Philosophy, Spirituality, Pastoral Care 

Daytime and Evening Selected Modules at  
Milltown Institute, Dublin 6 
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 LUAS Line:    
 ��������	
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��
���  
 ����
�����������������       
     
 Bus Routes:11, 11a, 11b, 44, 44b, 44c, 48a, 86 
 Adjacent to Cowper LUAS line    
     

For further information contact: 
Deirdre Tallon 
Room VII 
Milltown Institute, 
Milltown Park, 
Sandford Road, Dublin 6 
t: + 353 1 277 6353 
e: dtallon@milltown-institute.ie 
w: www.milltown-institute.ie 
 
��������
The Institute is set in landscaped grounds, just five minutes walk from the 
centre of Ranelagh. We are also within 20 minutes walking distance of the 
heart of Dublin, and within easy reach of the sea and the countryside. 
 
 

�
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Selected Modules 
Welcome to the Milltown Institute, a leading centre in Ireland for the 
study of philosophy, scripture, theology, spirituality and pastoral care.  
We at Milltown Institute are committed to the ideal of lifelong learning. 
We like to think of Milltown Institute as a welcoming place- already 
home to students of all ages from over 33 countries. 
We welcome anyone who wishes to take one or more modules within 
the range of subjects offered in the academic year 2011/12. The selected 
modules may be taken for assessment or for personal development. Whatever 
the reason, we hope that you will find this experience both stimulating and 
rewarding. 
 
Returning Selected Module Students 
We are happy to welcome all returning Selected Module students. As a 
student of Milltown Institute you carry the memory of how things are done 
here, and the expectations of good-will and co-operation which characterises 
our community. We invite you to welcome and integrate the newcomers, as 
you were welcomed yourself when you began your studies at Milltown 
Institute. 
 
First Time Selected Module Students 
If you are beginning studies here, whether it be for personal interest 
or to obtain a qualification, we wish you a good start. Whatever the 
nature of your quest we  hope you will be able to say at the end of your 
time in the Institute that you were helped by the staff and your fellow students 
to realise your dreams. 
 

“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there  
is no path and leave a trail” 

�
    Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
 
Becoming  a Selected Module Student at Milltown Institute 
To help you in the process of applying for a Module please follow the next 
three steps. 
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1 hour lecture per week / course of 12 weeks. 
1 Module . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .€170 (Concession €150) 
 
2 Modules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .€300 (Concession €270) 
 
3 Modules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .€450 (Concession €430)  
 
4 Modules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .€600 (Concession €530) 
 
5 Modules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .€700 (Concession €630) 
 
2 hour lecture per week / course of 12  weeks. 
1 Module . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .€350 (Concession €300) 
 
2 Modules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .€580 (Concession €550) 
 
3 Modules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .€800 (Concession €700) 
 
4 Modules . . . . . . . . . . . . . .€1000 (Concession €900) 
 
5 Modules . . . . . . . . . . . . .€1200 (Concession €1100) 
 
A full one-semester programme designed to meet personal 
requirements: €2,300  
����
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Tuition Fees 

“Be not lax in celebrating. Be not lazy in the festive service of God. Be 
ablaze with enthusiasm. Let us be an alive, burning offering before  

the altar of God.” 
 

Hildegard of Bingen. 
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STEP 1 
 
CHOOSING A MODULE(S) 
There are brief descriptions of each of the Selected Modules on page 10 and 
following, They are listed under subject headings to make it easier for you to 
find your preferred module.  
 
Unsure about what module to take? 
If you are unsure about what module to take please come to our OPEN 
EVENING on Tuesday, 30th August  5 – 8pm. You will have the  
opportunity to meet with Milltown staff who will be available to offer advice 
and information about the modules on offer. 
 
What does taking a module for credit mean? 
It means that you do the assignment or exam for that module and having suc-
cessfully completed it you can build up academic credits. There is no credit fee. 
 
How do I obtain credit for the module(s) I take? 
An Assessment Form must be completed by a student and given to the lecturer 
prior to the end of the semester. Students will be assessed in the usual manner 
and single subject certificates are issued for accumulation and transfer of credit 
 
Can I take a module but not do the assignments or exams? 
Yes. You can simply attend the lecture(s) for personal interest or enjoyment 
and there is no need to sit exams or do assignments. Modules that are attended 
without taking assessment may be recorded on an Audit Certificate.  
The Audit Certificate is issued only when a completed audit recording form is 
signed by the Acting Registrar prior to the end of semester. 
 
What if I don’t like the module I have chosen? 
If, after the first lecture, you are unhappy with your choice on modules you can 
change into another module.�
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STEP 2 
 

BOOKING FORM 
Now that you have selected your module(s) the next step is to fill out the en-
closed Booking Form. 
 
How can I apply for a module: 
It is very simple to apply for a selected module. You can either  attend the    
 OPEN EVENING Semester 1 is  on Tuesday, 30th  August 2011 
  from 5 – 8pm and fill out a Booking Form. 
 
 OPEN EVENING Semester 2 is on Wednesday, 4th January 2012 
              from 5 – 8pm and fill out a Booking Form. 
  
 Or 
    Complete the enclosed Booking Form and return by post to 
 Deirdre Tallon at Milltown Institute  
 
Will I be contacted to confirm receipt of my Booking Form? 
We do not contact students to confirm receipt of Booking Forms.  
If you are anxious that we have not received it please contact Deirdre Tallon 
(see inside cover for details) 
 
Can I get a receipt for fees paid? 
Yes. If you require a receipt please tick the receipt box on your booking form 
and we will post one to you. 
 
Am I entitled to a concession? 
We are happy to offer a concessionary rate to people on state pensions and on 
social welfare. However, if you are not in receipt of a state pension but feel that 
you should qualify for a concession based on your financial situation, please 
submit a written request to Deirdre Tallon. 
 
Refunds 
Payments  will be refunded only if a module does not proceed or is already full. 
 
 
�
�
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STEP 3 
 
FIRST DAY OF LECTURES  
Before you attend your first lecture please come to Room VII and 

Please note: 
 

A module may be withdrawn or discontinued at the discretion of the 
 Director. In that event, students will have their fees refunded. 

 
Minor timetable changes may occur at the beginning of the semester due to 

staff mobility etc. You will be notified if such changes occur. Timetable chang-
es will also appear on the Selected Modules notice board. 

 1. Find out what room your lecture(s) is in 
 2. Sign for your library card 
 

 3. Collect your Milltown Institute Student Handbook 

“I am not afraid… 
I was born to do this” 

Joan of Arc 
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Being a Selected Module Student 
 
The Student Handbook 
This Handbook contains useful information about Milltown Institute.  
It will acquaint you with the people who make up this community of learning  
and with the way the Institute operates in academic, administrative and social 
affairs. 
 

Accommodation 
While the Institute is non-residential, a range of accommodation options is pro-
vided for students. A list of nearby accommodation can be obtained from 
dtallon@milltown-institute.ie, or phone 01-2776353. 
 

Computing 
There is a network of eight computers and a networked printer available for all 
students in Room 300. 
 

Library 
The Milltown library, is one of the best stocked specialist libraries in these is-
lands. Fully computerised, it has over 130,000 volumes which cover Philosophy, 
Theology, Spirituality Church History, Human Sciences and books of Irish inter-
est, and a superb reference collection covering these topics. You will be given a 
library card on your first day of lectures. 
  
 

Selected Module Student Notice Board 
A Selected Module Student Notice Board is located on the main corridor  
and is used for the purpose of official communication, announcement of events 
and other information relating to Selected Modules. 
 

������	���
�������	���
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�������	���
� Inauguration of the Academic Year 
     

Wednesday, 28th September  2011 
 

Eucharist: 19.00 (Jesuit Chapel) 
 

Lecture: 20.15 (Conference Room) 
 

 Topic:  The Common Good Goes Global 
 

 Guest Speaker:  Fr Patrick Riordan S.J. 
 

  All are welcome 
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EVEING UNDERGRADUATE 
SELECTED MODULES 

�
�

�
In a context of postmodernity and pluralism, what does it mean to 
be a Christian and to be in relationship with God, others, society 
and self? This module explores this question from a variety of 
perspectives past and present. Insights from some of the greatest 
thinkers and mystics will be discussed, (including Paul, Augus-
tine, Aquinas, medieval women mystics, and Luther). The mod-
ule also looks at more recent contributions in theological anthro-
pology since Vatican II, including liberation and feminist theolo-
gies. The aim is to offer a fresh understanding of the relationship 
between God and the human, between Christianity and society, 
between theology and spirituality in a way that overcomes many 
of the misconceptions of the past.  
�

�
�

The aim of this module is to understand the Church today in the 
light of its New Testament origins and subsequent development. 
After a study of scriptural teaching, the module will look at turn-
ing points in the history of the Church’s self-understanding be-
fore examining the 20th century developments, and especially the 
teaching of Vatican II and subsequent documents of the Magiste-
rium. 
�
�
�
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SELECTED  MODULES TIMTABLES :  
SEMESTER 1  Page 22 

 
Semester 2 Not yet available 

 
   
 

Postgraduate Seminars are listed in red. 
 
�
 
�
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This module will consist of a close reading of representative texts 
taken from the Fourth Gospel, in the context of its overall struc-
ture. The objective is threefold: to read together key texts, there-
by presenting a variety of reading techniques in order to enable 
the student to develop her/his own approach to understanding the 
cultural background, historical context, and meaning of these 
simple yet elusive texts. Special attention will be given to the 
contexts of the community and surrounding culture at the time of 
writing. Each component will also explore potential avenues of 
relevance in today's evolving and multicultural settings. 

 

�
 
Natural Theology – the assertion that God’s existence and attrib-
utes can be known through Reason – goes back to early Greek 
Philosophy and is also found in the wisdom of the East.  It con-
tinues to have its advocates today, most notably within Catholi-
cism.  Opponents of this position would argue for the philosophi-
cal impossibility of knowing a Transcendent God, arguing that 
the existence of evil, and the superiority of the scientific world 
view, makes God’s existence problematic.  The course will ex-
plore both sides of the argument. 

 
 
 
 
 

.... �������$�������$�������$�������$ ����0000 �����!������!������!������!� ��������
�'��
�����'��
�����'��
�����'��
����� ��� ��$�+++��$�+++��$�+++��$�+++� ���

���� �� �����"�� �����"�� �����"�� �����" ������&��&��&��& ������$��$��$��$ ����!!!! �&�&�&�& ����1111 -$�����-$�����-$�����-$����� ����
0'������*�*0'������*�*0'������*�*0'������*�*� ��� &�$�+//&�$�+//&�$�+//&�$�+//� ���



���������������������� ���� ��� ���
����������������������������������������� ���

 

 
 
This module will examine the background, and outcome of the Se-
cond Vatican Council. The Pontificates of Pius XII (1939-1958), 
John XXIII (1958-1963), and Paul VI (1963-1978) will be analysed 
in relation to the ecclesiological changes that took place as a result 
of the Council. The principal personalities who participated in the 
Council will also be studied. The context of the various constitu-
tions, the major discussions concerning each one and the initial im-
pact of each document will be analysed. 
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BOOKING  FORM : 2011/2012 
 

SECTION 1 
 
Surname: _____________________________________________________ 
 
First Name(s) __________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number: _______________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Do you want to take your Module(s) for credit?  Yes _______ No _______ 
 
Were you a student of Milltown Institute before? If yes, which course? 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you require a Library Card?    Yes _____  No ______ 
 
Do we currently have a photo of you? Yes _____  No  ______ 
 
Please submit a photo with your Booking Form if you require a Library Card. 
 
SECTION 2 
 

Please insert the name of module(s) you with to take: 
 

1 ___________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
5. ___________________________________________________________ 
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SECTION 3 
 
The full module fee must accompany this form. Fees may be paid by any of 
the methods listed below: 
 
Cheque   _______   Postal Order  _______  Bank Draft ________ 
 
Credit Card  ________   Cash  __________ 
 
 
Card Holder’s Name:  ________________________________________ 
 
 
Card Number: _______________________________________________ 
 
 
Expiry Date:   _________________ Please debit my card: € _____________ 
 
 
Card Holder’s Signature:  __________________________________________ 
 
 
Receipt requested  Yes  ______  No  ______ 
 
 
Returning Your Booking Form 
 
Booking Forms must be completed and returned by 31st August 2011 and  
include:  
 
· The correct module fee 
· Passport-sized photograph for library card 
 
Send to Deirdre Tallon, Milltown Institute, Milltown Park, Dublin 6 
 
 
Tel: 01-2776353 
Email: dtallon@milltown-institute.ie  
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   DAYTIME POSTGRADUATE 
SELECTED MODULES 

 
   The following are postgraduate modules and seminars which 
   run either as a timetabled weekly lecture or once every two 
   weeks, at the discretion of the lecturer.  People taking these  
   selected modules will be expected to participate fully in these 
   through reading and discussion, even if they do not wish to 
   follow these modules or seminars for assessment purposes. 
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This module will first explore the teaching of Scripture, both Old 
and New Testaments, on poverty, wealth and care for the 
poor.  The course will then examine the social consciousness of a 
variety of Patristic authors (the Apostolic Fathers, Clement of Al-
exandria, Tertullian and Cyprian, the Cappadocian Fathers, John 
Chrysostom, Ambrose, Jerome, Augustine, Peter Chrysologus, 
Caesarius of Arles and Leo the Great).  The various motives for 
almsgiving and solicitude for the poor will be explored through a 
study of homiletic material, Scripture commentaries, ethical and 
moral discourses by the Fathers. The Christian ethic of detach-
ment from material goods and the following and service of the 
poor Christ will be examined, noting its links with the emergence 
of the monastic movement.  The strategies for organised care for 
the poor and destitute will be explored, especially as exemplified 
in the case of the Cappadocian Fathers. 
�
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This module will seek to explore some of the principal themes of 
the spirituality and theology of St. Augustine, one of the major 
thinkers of the Western Christian tradition.  The themes to be ex-
plored will include the following: Augustine’s own spiritual jour-
����� �������� 	�
��	��	
��� ��	�	

��	
�� ��� 
��� ����
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Christ’ (Christus totus). The contemporary relevance of St. Au-
gustine’s teaching on these themes will also be considered. 
�
�

�
�

In contemporary Western society the topic of the rights of chil-
dren has become quite controversial. The dominant modern con-
cept of childhood underlines their vulnerability and need for pro-
tection from many of the powerful adults, individuals and groups, 
under whose influence they come. The traditional concept of 
family with its paternalistic role towards children has also come 
under attack, especially in the light of the prevalence of various 
forms of child abuse, which have often been concealed under the 
rationale of family privacy.  Liberal thought, with its emphasis on 
individual autonomy, argues for greater rights of self-
determination for growing children against their guardians and 
against the State. 
�
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“The Interpretation of a text is always dependent on the mindset 
and concerns of its readers. Readers give privileged attention to 
certain aspects and, without even being aware of it, neglect oth-
ers.” (The Pontifical Biblical Commission, The Interpretation of 
the Bible in the Church, 1993). A study will be made of some of 
these contextual approaches in particular the ecological, feminist 
and liberationist. 
�
�
�
�

�
 
Contemporary issues in Eucharistic Theology will be examined, 
using principally the works of Power and Kilmartin. 
 
�
 
 
�
 

���� ���$9�-� ���$9�-� ���$9�-� ���$9�-� �������� �������$��������$��������$��������$� ���������� �� ������$��$��$��$ �������� �-&"�-&"�-&"�-&" �����5�5�5�5 ������$��$��$��$ ������� � �� $�� $�� $�� $ ����
�'�(�*��*:��'�(�*��*:��'�(�*��*:��'�(�*��*:�� ��� �!�/;��!�/;��!�/;��!�/;� ����

$$$$-�������-�������-�������-������� ������������ �������� ���$(�����"���$(�����"���$(�����"���$(�����" �������� �$� �!"�$� �!"�$� �!"�$� �!" ����
�'�0
���*�'�0
���*�'�0
���*�'�0
���*� ��� �!�//;�!�//;�!�//;�!�//; ����



�
�

This Reading Course examines the teaching office of the Church, 
and looks at the role of Magisterium in relation to moral theolo-
gy. The various types of teaching will be examined, as will the 
relationship between theologian and Magisterium. The work of 
leading commentators in this field will be explored, and students 
will also be expected to consult relevant Church documents on 
this topic. The question of dissent from Church teaching, and the 
contribution it might make to the life of the Church will also be 
considered. 
 
Aims:  
By the end of this Reading Course students will have: 
A good understanding of the different types of Magisterium and 
Church teaching 
Will be able to critique the work of leading commentators in this 
area 
Be familiar with key Church documents, particularly those con-
cerning the relationship between theologian and Magisterium 
Be able to assess when/if dissent is appropriate, and whether 
there is any place for dissent in the life of the Church 
�

�
�

This module will first examine the composition criticism of 
Mark’s through the ground breaking work of 1970s authors, pri-
marily the Americans , John R Donahue, Donald Juel and Frank 
Matera, but also reviewing the German authors, Schenk, Schen-
ke, Dormeyer and Linnemann.  This work developed to the con-
temporary intertextual, narrative  and reader-response styles of 
questioning. 
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Theological method has shifted enormously over the course of 
the centuries, as theologians have availed of resources to explore 
and communicate the mysteries of Christian faith. This module 
examines a range of contemporary theological approaches, with a 
view to identifying the methods now being employed by theolo-
gians as they strive to express the faith in response to the numer-
ous challenges and questions of contemporary life. 
 
�

�
�
Aims:  
This module aims to provide an introduction to the theology of 
Karl Rahner, one of the most influential Catholic theologians of 
the twentieth-century. Through guided reading and presentations 
of selected writings of Rahner, it is hoped the student will gain an 
appreciation of Rahner’s theological style and his important con-
tribution to the renewal of Catholic theology. 
 
Indicative Syllabus: 
· Rahner’s Understanding of God as Holy Mystery 
· Rahner’s Contribution to the Renewal of the Theology  
      of Grace 
· The Ecclesiology of Karl Rahner 
· The Spiritual Roots of Rahner’s Theology 
· Rahner’s Anthropology and its Philosophical Roots 
· Rahner’s Theological Legacy 
 
 

���� �$� �!��� �$� �!��� �$� �!��� �$� �!��� ����((( ( $���&�$���&�$���&�$���&� �������� �&�"�&�"�&�"�&�" ����
.'�$��*.'�$��*.'�$��*.'�$��*� ��� �!�;;+�!�;;+�!�;;+�!�;;+ ����

���� �$�$�$�$ �������� �$� �!"�$� �!"�$� �!"�$� �!" �����5�5�5�5 ����3333 �� �� �� �� ������� � ���$����$����$����$� ����
&'�(��)�
*&'�(��)�
*&'�(��)�
*&'�(��)�
*� ��� �!�//+�!�//+�!�//+�!�//+� ���



�

SEMESTER 1    - Evening Timetable  
 
Tuesday — Baccalaureate in Theology Programme 
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Thursday — Baccalaureate in Theology Programme 

Thursday — Diploma  in Theology Programme 
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SEMESTER 2   -   Evening Timetable  
Tuesday — Baccalaureate in Theology Programme 
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Thursday — Baccalaureate in Theology Programme 
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Thursday— Diploma in Theology Programme 
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EVEING UNDERGRADUATE 

SELECTED MODULES 
�
�

�
 
Canon Law as the juridical expression of the ecclesiology of Vati-
can II is the context for addressing fundamental questions in the 
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penal law in the Church. 
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In the light of contemporary questions, this module explores the 
links between the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation and 
the rituals and practices of ancient near eastern cultures. It out-
lines the way in which these foundational Christian rites were un-
derstood and celebrated in the early centuries of the Church and 
the way in which they have been interpreted in the different Chris-
tian traditions. The current rites will be studied and modern-day 
pastoral and theological issues addressed in the light of the multi-
faith and secularised nature of contemporary postmodern culture.  
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In Jesus Christ Christian faith recognises God’s definitive self-
revelation. In this course this recognition will be explored, particu-
larly in the light of contemporary theological challenges to it. 
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This course offers a survey of the Wisdom Literature of Ancient 
Israel including the Book of Psalms. The biblical literature will be 
located in its historical, cultural and ideological settings. Applica-
tion will be made to contemporary issues of interpreting and mak-
ing the tradition relevant for the current era. A representative bib-
liography for each Wisdom book will be furnished. 
�
 

 
 
This course will attempt to note some of the recent convergence in 
theology and spirituality. The relationship between theology and 
spirituality will be teased out in dialogue with a number of con-
temporary theologians who have written on this topic. Part of the 
endeavour will be to come up with a definition of “spirituality”, 
and to examine the different ways in which the term is understood 
in the theological academy today. The modus operandi for this 
course will be decided after consultation with the participants. 
 
�
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This module covers issues of birth, life and death in the light of scien-
tific developments, ethical-theological reflection and church teaching. 
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DAYTIME POSTGRADUATE 
SELECTED MODULES 

 
   The following are postgraduate modules and seminars which 
   run either as a timetabled weekly lecture or once every two 
   weeks, at the discretion of the lecturer.  People taking these  
   selected modules will be expected to participate fully in these 
   through reading and discussion, even if they do not wish to 
   follow these modules or seminars for assessment purposes. 
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Using the Liturgy Constitution of the Second Vatican Council as 
a basis, this module will examine critically how the Church un-
derstands what is means to worship. Christian worship in the var-
ious Christian traditions will also be examined, ancient as well as 
those of post-reformation churches. Some themes and threads 
will be followed through, such as the biblical roots of liturgy and 
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mystery, Word, sacrament and symbol. 
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This module will introduce participants to liturgical method and to 
the current trends in the debate and their theological consequenc-
es. Various approaches to the theological study of liturgy and sac-
rament will be presented, including “theology of liturgy”, 
“liturgical theology”, and “doxological theology”. The latter part 
of the module will introduce various methodological approaches 
that are currently employed in liturgical research, including liter-
ary, ritual, historical, and those that are influenced by anthropolo-
gy and the social sciences. 
 

�
From the death of Jesus Christ, crucified as a subversive by Ro-
man imperial power, the stance of his followers towards the world 
has been decisively influenced by their faith in him. This course 
investigates the theological positions underpinning the varied 
forms that stance has taken in the course of Christian history: 
from St Augustine’s vision of the City of God in Patristic times to 
the socio-political struggle for justice proposed by political and 
liberation theologies since the 1960s. Recent Church teaching will 
serve as a basis for contemporary reflection on the issue 
�

�
This module will examine the theological concepts presumed and 
developed in the Letter to Hebrews on the basis of a close reading 
of the text, preferably in original language but depending on the 
student’s familiarity with New Testament Greek. 
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Beginning with the background in late Second Temple Judaism, the course 
will look first of all at the evidence in Paul (with special emphasis on 1 Corin-
thians 15), before going on to look at each of the Gospel accounts of the empty 
tomb proclamation stories (Mark, Matthew, Luke and John) and the resurrec-
tion appearance narratives (Matthew, Luke and John). The methodology used 
will be combine the classical historical critical method with narrative and more 
theological approaches. Assignments will be given each week as part of the a 
continuous assessment.  
�
�
 
 
 
 
 

 
This course will trace the development of the understanding of the life and 
ministry of the ordained priesthood during the Church’s history with specific 
focus on Scripture, Patristic and Scholastic witness, Reformation and Counter-
Reformation concerns, the teaching of Vatican II and subsequent Synods of 
Bishops.  The priesthood of Jesus Christ will be explored as will be the differ-
ent manners in which the baptised and ordained share in this one priest-
hood.  Different models of priesthood will be outlined and the insights of some 
contemporary writers on priesthood (Cozzens, Dulles, Fink, Greshake, Lane, 
Rausch, Rosato, Rosetti) will be examined.  One section of the course will 
adopt a thematic approach, outlining some central points of emphasis in the 
sketch of a spirituality of priesthood that supports both diocesan and religious 
priests in the exercise of their priestly ministry in the service of the People of 
God today.�
 

�
Art is a central place in which we may discern glimpses of the God who is both, 
hidden and revealed, immanent and transcendent. The aim of this course is to 
explore how Christian faith has found pictorial expression in history and to dis-
cuss some theoretical issues in theological aesthetics. The students will be intro-
duced to some major art-historical epochs and subjects. The issues which theolo-
gians, people of faith and artists share as well as the conception and role of the 
artist in society and his/her relationship with the church will be discussed. 
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“The sentence Jesus has risen…expresses that primitive experience on which 
all Christian faith is grounded” (J. Ratzinger). Indeed. But how is this experi-
ence to be understood? What is its significance for human life and destiny? 
How can resurrection be spoken of in terms accessible to contemporary post-
modern consciousness? What are the ‘false trails’ to be avoided in attempts to 
grasp the meaning of Christian faith in the ‘resurrection of the body’? And 
what difference does such faith make to how we live together as a human com-
munity in a threatened world? It is to questions such as these that this course 
will be devoted. It will draw mainly on the writings of Roman Catholic theolo-
gians in recent decades.  
 
Students who are taking this course would benefit from attending also PG 211: 
Reading the Resurrection Narratives Then and Now (K. O’Mahony)�
�

�
�
This seminar examines the emergence of a more strongly pneumatological ap-
proach in ecclesiology during the last two centuries, the influence of this 
'Pneumatological renewal' during Vatican II, and the teaching of Lumen genti-
um on the role of the Holy Spirit in the Church which Vatican II presents in 
terms of the Trinitarian images of the People of God, the Body of the Lord and 
the Temple of the Holy Spirit. 
�
�
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